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The diversity in language and ethnicity :

an unsolved problem or
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Abstract
SEA 15 one of the world s richest areas (or
diversity in languages and ethnicities, Thailand, situated

of SEA over 60

cthnolinguistic groups. This paper focuses on the

in the hear is the home of
diversity and the distribution of ethnolinguistic groups
within Thailand and adjacent areas. also discussed are
the language ecology, the ethnic identity and the social
status of Thailand's various ethnolinguistic  groups,
the national language policy, and the effects of local
administration that contribute to the decline, revival,
or maintenance of a language, In Thailand two different
ways of (hinking have led w different policies and
managements; one, that the diversity in languages and
ethnicities is an unsolved problem; and two, that the
diversity in language and cthnicity is a valuable
resource. Finally, the paper reveals how academics
and their research activities have been providing
opportunities for ethnic minorities (our heritage of
humanity). These ongoing activitics include language
development, multilingual education for ethnic
minorities, and revitalization programs for endangered

ethnolinguistics groups.
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