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Abstract
Chinese auspicious scrolls come in two types: those displaying a single sign (Tiaofu) and those I;;‘-’-’i’
with 1 couplet sign (Duilian). They are written in Chinese characters which carry felicitous

meanings, and painted in black or gold ink on red paper. One purpose of usin g Tiaofu and Duilianis =
toolfer blessings on special oceasions. The Thai Chaozhou Chinese people also believe that these
auspicious signs bring them good luck. The semantic representation involves two main categories:
figurative and non-figurative language. The analysis reveals the five most important kinds of
blessings for good health, mood business, successful daily activities, good fortune in new experiences |
in lile, and good life in general. All of these reflect the way of life, thinking, belief, culture and
world-view of the Thai Chaozhou Chinese people. The use of Tiaofu and Duilian differs among the |
older and the younger generations. The elderly have better knowledge and use Tiaofu and Duilian ﬁ
maore than the young. The elderly hold on to their culture and believe that the si gos grant them
suceess and happiness, whereas the young are more ambivalent. The style of decoration and types
vl imaterials used to create Tiaolu and Duwilian scrolls have also changed, and the Thai alphabet is N
how used to indicate the pronunciation of the Chinese characters in the Chaozhou dialect. There
used toy be many more patterns of Tiaolu and Duilian in the past, Nowadays the unpopular ones are
1enored and no longer reproduced. Duc 1o lack of knowledge and belief among the new generation,
the tuture usage and number of available Tiaofu and Duilian patterns are likely to decline.
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