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Abstract 

This investigation, encapsulated within the broader research entitled "An Analysis of 

Creative Dance from Iconographic Concepts in Buri Ram Province with Laban Notation's 

Theory," delves into the intricate synergy between architectural symbolism and the art of dance, 

with a specific focus on the emblematic Prasat Phanom Rung in Thailand. The core objective 

of this study is to elucidate the ways in which the castle's unique architectural elements serve 

as a muse for the creation of dance movements, thereby weaving a narrative thread that connects 

the historical and architectural legacy of the site with contemporary dance practices. Central to 

this exploration is the formulation of a dance framework that is deeply ingrained in the castle's 

iconic motifs, alongside the meticulous selection of dancers who possess the interpretative skill 

and expressive capacity to embody these motifs. Furthermore, this research conducts a rigorous 

analysis of movement, aiming to mirror the rich iconography of the castle through the language 

of dance. This endeavor is pivotal in illustrating the role of cultural heritage and historical 

motifs as a driving force behind the evolution of dance, marrying ancient themes with the 

nuances of modern choreographic methodologies. Consequently, this study contributes a novel 

perspective to interdisciplinary artistic research, spotlighting the capacity of dance to function 

as a vibrant conduit for cultural storytelling and preservation. The fusion of cultural legacy with 

choreographic ingenuity underscores a distinctive addition to the disciplines of dance and 

cultural studies, emphasizing the vibrant dialogue between tangible history and the realm of 

performing arts. 

 

Keywords:  architectural aesthetics, choreographic translations, Phanom Rung iconography, 

contemporary dance, interdisciplinary artistic interpretations 
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1. Introduction 

In the intricate mosaic of world cultures, certain artifacts stand not merely as relics of a 

bygone era but as living testimonies to the enduring interplay between art and spirituality. 

Among such emblematic treasures, the Narai Banthomsin lintel, colloquially known as 'The 

Vishnu Reclining on Ananta, the Serpent,' occupies a place of distinction. Nestled within the 

revered precincts of Phanom Rung Historical Park, this artifact heralds a narrative rich in 

architectural splendor and spiritual maturation. Its origins trace back to the period from 1181 to 

circa 1220, a time marked by a significant doctrinal shift toward Mahayana Buddhism under 

the auspices of King Jayavarman VII of the Khmer Empire. This epochal transition not only 

reshaped the spiritual contours of the region but also underscored the architectural and 

iconographic magnificence of such relics. The intricate depictions dedicated to Lord Narayana 

on the lintel underscore the profound impact of Indian culture and spirituality on Southeast 

Asia, weaving a tapestry that blends art with transcendental significance. (Achuthananda, 2018; 

Diskul, 1974; Sangkhakul, 2016; Woodward, 2005). 

This artifact's significance transcends its static grandeur, forging a vibrant connection 

with the performing arts, particularly dance. In this confluence, the lintel becomes more than 

an object of veneration; it acts as a conduit between the tangible heritage and the dynamic realm 

of dance. This synergy opens a dialogic space that bridges the historical with the contemporary, 

allowing for the reinvigoration of ancient narratives through the expressive medium of dance. 

The incorporation of such emblematic motifs into dance choreography not only celebrates but 

also perpetuates cultural legacies, blending narrative depth with the universality of movement. 

Central to this cultural amalgamation is the discipline of iconography, which plays a 

pivotal role in shaping the contemporary dance landscape. Iconography, with its rich lexicon of 

symbols and narratives, offers an inexhaustible source of inspiration for dance artists intent on 

reinterpreting age-old stories within a modern expressionistic framework. This transmutation 

of ancient lore into contemporary dance infuses performances with a nuanced complexity, 

fostering a profound connection with audiences and bridging disparate epochs through the 

eloquent language of movement (Aamodt & Soar, 2014). 

The choreographic vista of the 21st century is distinguished by an enthusiastic embrace 

of innovation and interdisciplinary inquiry. Contemporary choreographers, liberated from the 

traditional strictures of dance forms, explore a wide array of movement styles and thematic 

preoccupations. This era is characterized by the integration of technology and multimedia into 

dance, alongside a deliberate engagement with pressing socio-political issues. Through this lens 

of innovation, dance serves as a reflective mirror and a conduit for empathy, adept at resonating 
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with the echoes of ancient cultures while simultaneously grappling with contemporary societal 

dilemmas. It fosters a globally informed and responsive community, united by a shared 

reverence for cultural diversity and artistic exploration. 

In essence, the legacy of the Narai Banthomsin lintel, as safeguarded within the sacred 

bounds of Phanom Rung, echoes across generations, finding contemporary relevance in its 

symbiotic relationship with dance. This alliance between ancient iconography and modern 

dance choreography heralds a celebration of cultural diversity, creative expression, and 

intellectual curiosity. Performances imbued with these timeless narratives invite audiences into 

a realm of profound emotional and intellectual engagement, showcasing the capacity of cultural 

artifacts to inspire and enrich the human spirit across temporal divides. Through this fusion of 

the ancient and the modern, we bear witness to a compelling affirmation of the timeless 

relevance of cultural heritage and its ability to animate and elevate the domain of contemporary 

dance, thus reinforcing my conviction in the transformative power of dance as a medium for 

cultural preservation and innovation. 

 

2. Objective 

The primary aim of this inquiry is to delineate the methodologies employed in 

choreographing dance that is informed by the rich iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung. It seeks 

to interpret the semiotic content of these historical motifs and transmute them into the kinetic 

language of dance. 

 

3. Literature Review 

In the vast expanse of academic discourse, the interplay between cultural iconography, 

historical artifacts, and the evolution of dance choreography represents a fertile ground for 

exploration. This literature review aims to weave together the strands of scholarly inquiry 

surrounding these three pivotal concepts, offering a cohesive narrative that underscores their 

significance in the study of cultural and artistic semiotics. By delving into the depths of 

iconography, examining the historical and semiotic import of the Narai Banthomsin Lintel, and 

charting the paradigmatic shifts in contemporary choreography, this review sets the stage for a 

nuanced understanding of how past legacies inform and shape present innovations. The 

objective is to engage the reader in a compelling journey through the literature, illuminating the 

multifaceted ways in which these concepts intersect and influence one another. 
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3.1 Iconography: Deciphering Cultural and Artistic Semiotics 

The field of iconography represents a critical framework within the academic study of 

cultural and artistic semiotics, offering invaluable insights into the interpretation of symbols 

and motifs that permeate various forms of art and visual culture. Prasat Phanom Rung, with its 

rich tapestry of iconographic elements, serves as a focal point for examining the depth and 

diversity of symbolic representation. This exploration extends across multiple art forms, from 

the intricate narratives depicted in classical frescoes to the symbolic motifs found in 

contemporary visual media, illustrating a continuity of human expression through symbols 

(Keister, 2014; Stutley, 2019). 

Iconography, as an academic discipline, demands a rigorous analysis of visual 

symbolism, investigating the myriad ways in which imagery, icons, and symbols communicate 

complex cultural, religious, social, and historical narratives. Its relevance spans a broad 

spectrum, encompassing the sanctified depictions in Christian iconography, which offer a 

window into the theological underpinnings of the faith, to the cryptic symbols of ancient 

Egyptian hieroglyphs, which reveal insights into the civilization's beliefs and practices. 

Within the realm of art history, iconography emerges as an essential analytical tool, 

enabling scholars to penetrate beyond mere aesthetic appreciation to uncover the rich layers of 

meaning embedded within artistic expressions. This methodological approach is not limited to 

the identification of figures and themes but extends to interpreting the underlying narratives 

and virtues they represent. For example, the iconographic analysis of saint depictions in 

medieval Christian art does not merely catalog these figures but seeks to understand their 

significance within the broader theological and cultural context (Colón & Colón, 2017). 

The utility of iconography transcends art history, finding application in literary studies, 

where it aids in the dissection of symbolic imagery within texts, enhancing comprehension of 

literary motifs and themes. In film analysis, iconography contributes to understanding the visual 

language of cinema, decoding the symbolic elements that filmmakers use to convey complex 

narratives and evoke emotional responses. Similarly, in the field of semiotics, iconography 

plays a pivotal role in the study of signs and symbols, facilitating a deeper understanding of 

how meaning is constructed and communicated across different media and cultural contexts. 

The interdisciplinary nature of iconography, bridging art history, literature, film studies, 

and semiotics, underscores its significance in deciphering the multifaceted language of 

symbols. This analytical practice enriches our understanding of cultural and artistic expressions, 

revealing the intricate web of meanings that inform human creativity and expression. Through 

the lens of iconography, we gain access to the symbolic dialogues that connect past and present, 
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offering profound insights into the enduring power of visual culture to shape and reflect human 

experiences. 

3.2 The Narai Banthomsin Lintel: Historical Trajectory and Semiotic Import 

The Narai Banthomsin lintel, a pivotal artifact within the architectural and cultural 

landscape of Prasat Phanom Rung, provides a rich canvas for scholarly inquiry across 

archaeology, art history, and cultural studies. This artifact, dating from the 15th to the 17th 

century, is celebrated for its intricate carvings depicting Lord Narayana, a central figure in the 

Hindu pantheon, thereby offering a window into the spiritual narratives prevalent during its 

creation. Such depictions not only serve as religious iconography but also underscore the 

interweaving of mythological motifs with everyday life, reflecting the deep spiritual and 

cultural imprints of the time (Diskul, 1974; Fine Arts Department, 1988; Woodward, 2005). 

Positioned as a heraldic threshold, the lintel symbolizes a liminal space that bridges the 

earthly with the divine, encapsulating the transcendent aspirations of its creators and 

worshippers. This liminality is not just architectural but symbolic, marking a passage from the 

profane to the sacred, thus elevating the lintel from a mere decorative element to a profound 

semiotic artifact. Its iconography, rich in symbolism, offers invaluable insights into the 

cosmological views, religious practices, and societal values of its era, making it a focal point 

for understanding the spiritual zeitgeist that shaped its creation. 

The semiotic richness of the Narai Banthomsin lintel extends its significance far beyond 

its original religious function, embodying a testament to the architectural ingenuity and artistic 

flourish of its time. Its detailed carvings and symbolic depth reveal the sophisticated aesthetic 

sensibilities and technological capabilities of its creators, highlighting their ability to fuse form 

with meaning in a manner that resonates with both contemporary and future generations. 

In the realm of contemporary academia, the Narai Banthomsin lintel has evolved beyond 

its archaeological significance to symbolize the broader challenges and opportunities of cultural 

preservation. It attracts scholarly attention from a diverse array of disciplines, each seeking to 

unravel its complex narrative and semiotic layers. This multifaceted engagement underscores 

the lintel's role as a cultural beacon, inspiring creative interpretations and academic explorations 

that bridge the past with the present (Freeman, 1998; Gaston, 1983). 

Through its historical trajectory and semiotic import, the Narai Banthomsin lintel 

exemplifies the dynamic interplay between art, religion, and society, serving as a critical node 

in the study of cultural heritage. It invites a deeper understanding of how artifacts act as 

repositories of collective memory, embodying the intertwined narratives of spiritual belief, 

artistic expression, and cultural identity. This comprehensive approach to its study, in line with 



24 

Journal of Language and Culture Vol.43 No.1 (January - June 2024) 

the highest academic standards and without bias, enriches our appreciation of the lintel's place 

within the tapestry of human history, offering profound insights into the civilization that crafted 

it and the legacies it continues to inspire. 

3.3 Choreography in the 21st Century: A Paradigmatic Shift in Innovation 

The landscape of 21st-century choreography is characterized by a profound 

transformation, mirroring the dynamic shifts within our global cultural, technological, and 

social frameworks. This era has witnessed choreographers stepping away from the confines of 

traditional methodologies to explore and integrate an expansive array of innovative concepts 

and practices within the dance discipline. Such explorations have not only enriched the art form 

but have also positioned dance as a reflective and responsive medium to the ever-changing 

world around us. 

3.3.1 Interdisciplinary Collaboration: A New Frontier 

Modern choreography has increasingly embraced an interdisciplinary approach, 

fostering collaborations that extend beyond the dance community into the realms of digital 

media, visual arts, and advanced technology. These partnerships have catalyzed the creation of 

groundbreaking performances that redefine the audience's engagement with dance, 

incorporating elements such as interactive installations, virtual reality, and multimedia 

storytelling (Butterworth & Wildschut, 2017). This confluence of disciplines has not only 

expanded the expressive possibilities of dance but has also opened up new avenues for artistic 

exploration and audience interaction. 

3.3.2 Engagement with Sociocultural Themes 

In an era marked by rapid social and cultural evolution, choreographers have positioned 

themselves at the forefront of societal discourse, leveraging dance as a powerful vehicle for 

commentary, critique, and reform. By engaging directly with themes such as identity, diversity, 

equity, and environmental sustainability, dance works have become arenas for critical reflection 

and conversation (Brandstetter, 2015). This shift reflects a broader commitment within the 

dance community to inclusivity and representation, ensuring that diverse voices and narratives 

are brought to the fore and explored through the medium of movement. 

3.3.3 Blurring Genre Boundaries 

The 21st century has also seen choreographers navigating and expanding the spectrum 

of movement languages, effectively blurring the lines between distinct dance genres, 

performance art, and physical theater (DeFrantz & Rothfield, 2016). This dissolution of 

boundaries has allowed for a more fluid and expansive interpretation of what dance can 

encompass, encouraging a cross-pollination of styles and techniques. Such an approach not only 
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challenges dancers and audiences alike to reconsider their preconceptions of dance but also 

fosters a rich environment of artistic innovation. 

In summation, the paradigmatic shift in 21st-century choreography is distinctly marked 

by its interdisciplinary nature, engagement with pressing sociocultural issues, and a boundary-

pushing spirit that seeks to explore the untapped potential within the art of dance. This era 

champions a deeper, more nuanced dialogue with contemporary life, harnessing the power of 

technology and embracing a global perspective to redefine the essence and impact of 

choreographic work. Through these endeavors, dance continues to evolve as a vibrant, 

reflective, and transformative art form, capable of expressing the complexities of human 

experience in our times. 

 

4. Methodology 

This study adopts a comprehensive methodological framework that integrates the 

precepts of creative research with qualitative inquiry. It unfolds across several distinct but 

interrelated stages: 

4.1 Creative Research 

4.1.1 Choreographic Genesis: Central to this study is the utilization of creative research 

methodologies, which involve collaborating with experienced choreographers. Their task is to 

conceive and develop dance compositions that are interpretative of the iconography at Prasat 

Phanom Rung. This process encompasses ideation workshops, methodical movement analysis, 

and the inventive portrayal of the temple's iconographic elements. 

4.1.2 Collaborative Endeavors: Choreographers engage in collaborative workshops with 

dancers and cultural scholars. These interactions aim to deepen the collective comprehension 

of the historical and cultural contexts of Prasat Phanom Rung, fostering a creative milieu 

conducive to the synthesis of diverse dance styles that echo the temple's iconographic narrative. 

4.1.3 Archival Compilation: A comprehensive archive is curated, containing critical 

reflections on choreography, annotated sketches, video records of rehearsals, and visual 

narratives of the choreographic process. This archive documents the creative journey and serves 

as a resource for further analysis. 

4.2 Qualitative Inquiry 

4.2.1 Exhaustive Interviews: In-depth interviews are conducted with the involved 

choreographers, dancers, and cultural historians. These dialogues seek to uncover the 

inspirations drawn from Prasat Phanom Rung's iconography and the intricacies involved in its 

artistic representation through dance. 
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4.2.2 Participant Observation: Ethnographic methods are employed to observe the 

interactions among choreographers, dancers, and audiences during rehearsals and 

performances. Detailed field notes capture the cultural dynamics and audience engagement. 

4.2.3 Thematic Analysis: A rigorous thematic analysis is applied to the data collected 

through interviews and observations. This approach identifies and interprets recurrent motifs, 

exploring their cultural and symbolic significance. 

4.2.4 Scholarly Engagements: Conversations with esteemed cultural historians are 

initiated, providing deeper contextualization of Prasat Phanom Rung's historical and 

iconographic significance. 

4.3 Integration and Exposition 

4.3.1 Synthesis of Insights: The findings from creative and qualitative inquiries are 

integrated, constructing a cohesive narrative that reflects the iconographic essence of Prasat 

Phanom Rung within the domain of contemporary choreography. 

4.3.2 Analytical Deliberation: An analytical discourse is developed, examining how 

choreographers’ and dancers’ interpretations shape the representation of the temple's 

iconography in dance. 

 4.4 Laban Movement Analysis and Laban Notation for Dance and Movement 

Laban Movement Analysis (LMA) is deployed as the primary theoretical framework for 

analyzing bodily movements and serves as a fundamental component in the creative processes 

of designing and choreographing movement. Furthermore, the principles of Laban Notation, 

recognized for their ability to universally record dance movements, are utilized to ensure that 

the choreographed and designed movements can be academically substantiated in the future. 

This notation system promotes universal communication among dance professionals and 

provides a structured method to verify and preserve choreographic works as academic evidence. 

However, this article specifically explores the aesthetic experiences derived from 

interpreting and finding inspiration in the architectural and sculptural elements of Prasat 

Phanom Rung for dance choreography. Consequently, it does not focus on the recording aspects 

of dance movements using Laban Notation. Therefore, the application of Laban Movement 

Analysis and the recording with Laban Notation are not prominently featured in the research 

outcomes or detailed discussions of this paper. 

4.5 Ethical Adherence 

This research is committed to adhering to stringent ethical standards, ensuring respectful 

and equitable engagement with all participants. Informed consent is meticulously obtained at 

all necessary phases of the research, demonstrating a thorough commitment to ethical 
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principles. This process involves not only securing agreement from participants but also 

ensuring that they are fully informed about the nature of the study, their role in it, and the use 

of the data collected. This adherence to ethical guidelines guarantees that the research upholds 

the integrity and dignity of all individuals involved. 

4.6 Conclusion and Cultural Critique 

4.6.1 Reflective Epilogue: The study culminates by assessing the cultural and artistic 

impact of the choreographed works. 

4.6.2 Insightful Discussion: It then engages in a critical discourse on the role that these 

dance compositions play in the preservation, reinterpretation, and dissemination of Prasat 

Phanom Rung's iconographic heritage. 

This methodology enables a profound exploration into the ways historical iconography 

can inspire and shape contemporary dance, shedding light on the nuanced processes of 

transforming historical symbology into dynamic narratives of movement. 

 

5. Results 

This study embarked on a meticulous journey to decode the choreographic 

manifestations inspired by the symbolic elements of Prasat Phanom Rung, a task that was as 

enlightening as it was challenging. Through a detailed analysis and creative synthesis, our 

investigation has illuminated significant findings across three pivotal dimensions of creative 

dance. These dimensions, namely the underlying conceptual framework and its sources of 

inspiration, the process of auditions and selection of performers, and the choreographic 

exploration and articulation of dance and movement, represent the cornerstone of our inquiry. 

Firstly, the conceptual framework developed from an in-depth engagement with the 

iconography and historical narratives of Prasat Phanom Rung. This framework did not merely 

serve as a backdrop but acted as a wellspring of inspiration, guiding the thematic direction and 

emotional tone of the choreographic piece. It was discovered that the integration of these 

symbolic elements into dance not only enriched the aesthetic and narrative depth of the 

performance but also fostered a more profound connection between the dancers and the cultural 

heritage they sought to embody. 

Secondly, the selection process of dancers or performers emerged as a critical phase, 

underscored by the need for individuals who not only possessed technical proficiency but also 

displayed a deep resonance with the conceptual framework. The auditions were designed to 

identify performers who could navigate the intricate balance between artistic expression and 

the faithful representation of the castle's iconographic themes. This process highlighted the 
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importance of empathy and interpretative skill in translating historical and cultural narratives 

into the language of movement. 

Finally, the choreographic exploration and articulation of dance and movement unveiled 

the dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation. This phase was marked by a 

collaborative effort to transmute the static imagery and motifs of Prasat Phanom Rung into 

kinetic expressions, crafting a dance narrative that bridged epochs and cultures. The 

choreographic process was both an exploration of movement vocabulary and an exercise in 

storytelling, aiming to capture the essence of the castle's iconography while pushing the 

boundaries of contemporary dance practice. 

In essence, this study not only contributes to the burgeoning field of dance by merging 

historical iconography with modern choreography but also champions the role of dance as a 

medium for cultural preservation and innovation. The results underscore the potency of 

integrating cultural heritage with creative expression, offering new vistas for artistic exploration 

and academic inquiry within the realm of dance. 

5.1 Conceptual Framework and Inspiration 

In the realm of contemporary choreography, the integration of profound historical and 

cultural narratives into the fabric of dance performances has demonstrated the art form's 

remarkable capacity for storytelling and cultural preservation. This exploration delves into the 

creative process underpinning a choreographic work inspired by the intricate iconography of 

Prasat Phanom Rung, highlighting the critical role of a well-defined conceptual framework and 

the depth of inspiration drawn from the castle's rich heritage. 

5.1.1 Conceptual Underpinning: At the outset of this choreographic venture, the 

creators meticulously defined a conceptual framework that was deeply rooted in the iconic 

legacy of Prasat Phanom Rung. This foundational principle was not merely an abstract guiding 

light but a tangible blueprint that encapsulated the castle's multifaceted cultural tapestry and 

historical intricacies. Such a framework served as a critical anchor, steering the choreographic 

process towards a performance that resonated with thematic richness and visual magnificence. 

This deliberate conceptual grounding ensured that every aspect of the dance—from its cadence 

and symbolism to its overarching narrative—was imbued with meaning and aligned with the 

historical essence of the temple complex. 

5.1.2 Narrative Integration: A pivotal aspect of the choreographic outcomes was the 

seamless integration of narrative within the performance. Drawing from the rich thematic 

wellspring provided by the castle's iconography, the choreographers constructed a narrative arc 

that was both engaging and emblematic of the temple's cultural significance. This narrative, 
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articulated through a language of gestures and movements, not only served as a homage to 

Prasat Phanom Rung's historical stature but also transformed the performance into a vessel for 

emotional and transformative experiences. By making the temple's intricate motifs accessible 

and relatable, the choreography bridged the gap between historical reverence and contemporary 

engagement, allowing audiences to traverse temporal and cultural distances. 

5.1.3 Interpretative Depth in Dance: A distinguishing hallmark of this choreographic 

work was its interpretative depth, where each element of the performance was carefully crafted 

to mirror the cultural and historical nuances of Phanom Rung's iconography. The choreography 

was a testament to the meticulous attention to detail, with every pose, gesture, and movement 

conceived to reflect the temple's symbolic richness. This approach not only enriched the 

performance with layers of meaning but also facilitated a deeper connection between the 

audience and the heritage narrative. The audience's journey through the performance was thus 

marked by an increasing appreciation of the temple's ethos, enabled by the choreography's 

profound interpretative framework. 

In conclusion, the choreographic exploration inspired by Prasat Phanom Rung's 

iconography underscores the indispensable nature of a robust conceptual foundation and a 

compelling narrative in the creation of dance. This case study exemplifies the choreographic 

medium's ability to convey complex heritage narratives through a synthesis of conceptual 

clarity, narrative depth, and interpretative precision. By harmonizing these elements, the 

choreographers not only crafted a performance of significant cultural relevance but also 

affirmed dance's role as a dynamic medium for cultural expression and preservation. This 

endeavor highlights the profound impact of integrating historical and cultural inspirations into 

choreography, offering audiences a multidimensional experience that transcends the 

conventional boundaries of dance performance. 

5.2 Dancer or Performer Auditions 

The choreographic journey inspired by the iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung unveils 

a comprehensive and nuanced process pivotal in crafting a performance that resonates with the 

profound cultural and historical narratives of the site. This process encompasses a detailed 

examination of dancers' movement capabilities, an intricately designed audition process, 

thorough analysis of performers' unique attributes, and a careful consideration of gender and 

dancer typologies within the narrative framework. 

5.2.1 Movement Proficiencies of Dancers and Performers: The selection of dancers 

for this ambitious choreographic endeavor was predicated on the identification of individuals 

possessing not just technical prowess but a deep interpretive sensitivity to the nuanced 
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movements required by the piece. The complexity and subtlety of the choreography demanded 

performers who could exhibit a high degree of technical mastery, coupled with the ability to 

convey nuanced expressions and emotions through movement. These performers demonstrated 

exceptional skill in interpreting the choreographic sequences, their movements acting as a 

bridge between the rich iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung and the audience, thereby 

transforming historical and cultural narratives into a vivid, dynamic dance tableau. 

5.2.2 The Audition Process and Analysis of Dancers' Characteristics: The audition 

process was meticulously structured to identify dancers who not only met the technical and 

artistic requirements of the choreography but also possessed the interpretative depth necessary 

for this culturally rich piece. The evaluation criteria extended beyond mere technical skill to 

include the dancers' ability to infuse their movements with emotional depth, thereby enhancing 

the narrative and emotional resonance of the performance. This comprehensive analysis of 

dancers' attributes aimed to select individuals who could most effectively embody the 

choreography's thematic nuances and emotional landscape, ensuring a cohesive and impactful 

performance. 

5.2.3 Consideration of Dancer's Gender or Typology: An integral part of the 

selection process was the consideration of each dancer's gender or typology in relation to the 

specific roles within the choreography. This deliberate assessment ensured that the casting 

reflected the cultural narratives and historical context of Prasat Phanom Rung's iconography 

accurately. The choreographers' approach to casting was marked by a commitment to diversity 

and inclusivity, recognizing the importance of authentic and nuanced portrayals that align with 

the performance's cultural and historical underpinnings. This strategic consideration of gender 

and typology enriched the choreographic narrative, offering a more comprehensive and 

authentic representation of the cultural heritage being explored. 

In conclusion, the detailed exploration of movement proficiencies, the rigorous audition 

framework, the nuanced analysis of dancers' attributes, and the thoughtful consideration of 

gender and typology highlight the multifaceted approach required to translate Prasat Phanom 

Rung's cultural legacy into dance. This meticulous process resulted in a performance that not 

only showcased the technical and interpretive excellence of the selected dancers but also 

faithfully conveyed the depth and richness of the castle's iconography. Through this 

choreographic venture, dance emerged as a powerful medium for articulating complex cultural 

narratives, bridging the past and present, and fostering a deeper connection between the 

audience and the rich heritage of Prasat Phanom Rung. 
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5.3 Choreographic Exploration of Dance and Movement 

The choreographic exploration inspired by the Iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung 

represents a profound investigation into the intersection of dance, cultural heritage, and artistic 

innovation. This endeavor underscores the significance of incorporating advanced dance 

techniques, the pivotal role of improvisation, the necessity for rigorous movement assessments, 

and the dynamic interplay between individual and collective expressions within the 

choreographic framework. 

5.3.1 Dance Techniques: This choreographic venture is characterized by a relentless 

pursuit of excellence in dance techniques, ranging from classical foundations to contemporary 

innovations, all while maintaining a deep connection to the cultural and historical essence of 

Prasat Phanom Rung. The collaborative effort between choreographers and dancers is aimed at 

achieving a performance where technical skill is seamlessly integrated with meaningful cultural 

expression. This approach ensures that the varied dance techniques employed not only 

showcase the performers' technical acumen but also resonate with the underlying cultural 

narratives of the castle, thereby enriching the performance with depth and complexity. 

5.3.2 Improvisation: A cornerstone of this choreographic process is the strategic 

incorporation of improvisation, granting performers the creative liberty to respond instinctively 

to the narrative's evolution and its emotional landscape. This allowance for spontaneity imbues 

the performance with a layer of authenticity and immediacy, enabling dancers to convey 

sentiments and narratives with a visceral impact. The choreography, therefore, becomes a 

dynamic entity, reflective of the performers' ability to navigate and express through 

improvisation, thereby enhancing the vibrancy and emotional engagement of the performance. 

5.3.3 Rigorous Movement Assessment: At the heart of the choreographic journey is a 

commitment to meticulous movement analysis and continuous refinement. Choreographers, in 

close collaboration with dancers, engage in a thorough examination of each movement's ability 

to effectively communicate the intended narrative and emotional intensity. Through an iterative 

process of refinement, every gesture and movement is fine-tuned to achieve alignment with the 

cultural motifs and historical narratives associated with Prasat Phanom Rung. This rigorous 

evaluative process ensures that the choreography not only achieves technical precision but also 

embodies the authenticity and cultural integrity of the source inspiration. 

5.3.4 Dual Facets of Dance Presentation: The choreographic outcomes reveal a 

strategic blend of solo and ensemble performances, each serving distinct narrative and 

expressive purposes. Solo performances provide a canvas for individual dancers to showcase 

their interpretive depth and technical mastery, offering personalized insights into the broader 
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narrative. In contrast, ensemble pieces highlight collective harmony and unity, reflecting the 

communal and cultural dimensions of the performance. This dual approach fosters a rich and 

nuanced choreographic narrative that captures the essence of Prasat Phanom Rung's 

iconography, balancing individual artistry with collective expression. 

In summary, the investigation into the dance and movement choreography, drawn from 

the rich iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung, unveils a multidimensional and intricate creative 

process. This process is a symphony of varied dance methodologies, the liberty of 

improvisational elements, detailed movement scrutiny, and the dynamic exchange between 

individual and group performances. The resulting artistic expression is notable for its technical 

excellence, emotional resonance, and cultural veracity, representing a noteworthy advancement 

in the discipline of dance and choreography. This venture highlights the profound role of dance 

as a vessel for communicating and safeguarding cultural stories, effectively weaving together 

the threads of historical narratives and modern artistic endeavors. 

5.4 Summary 

In this comprehensive analysis, the research intricately navigates through the 

choreographic manifestations derived from the profound iconography and historical narratives 

encapsulated within Prasat Phanom Rung. This study unfurls across three distinct yet 

interconnected dimensions, each contributing significantly to the overarching narrative of 

cultural expression through dance. 

Initially, the development of a conceptual framework emerges from an immersive 

engagement with the castle's rich symbolic and historical fabric. This foundational phase 

transcends a mere academic exercise, evolving into a vibrant source of inspiration that 

meticulously informs the thematic and emotional contours of the choreographic work. The 

fusion of these emblematic elements within the dance not only augments the aesthetic and 

narrative layers of the performance but also cultivates an intimate dialogue between the 

performers and the profound cultural legacy they endeavor to manifest. This symbiotic 

relationship between dance and cultural iconography illustrates the capacity of movement to 

encapsulate and convey complex cultural narratives, thereby reinforcing the significance of 

dance as a medium of cultural preservation and interpretation. 

The critical phase of selecting dancers or performers further underscores the nuanced 

complexities inherent in this artistic endeavor. The auditions were meticulously structured to 

identify individuals who exhibit not just technical prowess but an intrinsic affinity for the 

conceptual underpinnings of the piece. This selective process illuminated the pivotal role of 

empathy and interpretative acumen in transposing historical and cultural narratives into the 
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realm of dance. The emphasis on these attributes underscores the integral connection between 

the dancer's ability to internalize and express the conceptual framework, highlighting the 

transformative potential of dance as a conduit for cultural expression. 

Lastly, the choreographic exploration and articulation of dance and movement 

delineates a compelling narrative of innovation interwoven with tradition. This segment of the 

study reveals a concerted effort to translate the static visual motifs of Prasat Phanom Rung into 

vibrant, kinetic expressions, thereby forging a narrative link across different eras and cultural 

contexts. The choreographic endeavor is characterized by a dual focus: the expansion of the 

movement vocabulary and the intricate task of storytelling through dance. This process not only 

endeavors to capture the essence of the castle's iconography but also aims to extend the 

boundaries of contemporary dance, illustrating the dynamic potential of dance to serve as a 

bridge between the past and the present. 

In summary, this investigation into the choreographic interpretations inspired by Prasat 

Phanom Rung's iconography offers a profound insight into the complex interplay between 

cultural heritage and contemporary dance practice. Through the development of a conceptual 

framework, the meticulous selection of performers, and the innovative choreographic process, 

this study highlights the transformative power of dance as a medium for cultural storytelling 

and preservation. The findings underscore the relevance of dance in exploring and expressing 

the nuanced layers of cultural identity and historical legacy, affirming its vital role in the 

ongoing dialogue between tradition and contemporary artistic expression. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The choreographic endeavor, entitled "Aesthetic Movements: Drawing Choreographic 

Inspirations from Thailand's Prasat Phanom Rung," offers a sophisticated synthesis of artistic 

creativity, cultural reverence, and historical acknowledgment. Situated firmly within the rich 

iconography of Prasat Phanom Rung, this choreographic journey exemplifies dance's potent 

ability to connect epochs, serving as a mediator between historical legacies and contemporary 

expression. 

Drawing from the profound historical narrative and intricate symbolism of the temple, 

choreographers and dancers are presented with a unique avenue for academic and artistic 

exploration. The meticulous assimilation of these iconic motifs into the choreographic space 

not only underscores the innovative capabilities of choreographers but also establishes an 

avenue for the celebration and perpetuation of cultural narratives. 



34 

Journal of Language and Culture Vol.43 No.1 (January - June 2024) 

The rigorous selection and evaluation of dancer proficiencies, emphasized through 

detailed audition protocols and in-depth movement analyses, play a crucial role in achieving 

both technical mastery and emotional depth within the performance sequences. These skills are 

instrumental in transmuting historical imprints into vibrant and resonant dance stories. 

Within the academic domain of choreography, the portrayal of Prasat Phanom Rung's 

emblematic fabric, whether articulated through individualistic performances or ensemble 

renditions, introduces multifaceted layers to its interpretative discourse. This intricate 

dynamism, characterized by adept engagement with diverse dance methodologies, judicious 

integration of improvisational elements, and perspicacious choreographic formulations, 

underscores the inherent tenacity and adaptability emblematic of choreographic craftsmanship. 

To illuminate the findings further, the researcher proposes an extended discourse segmented 

into three pivotal themes as follows: 

6.1 Choreographic Methodology: A Synthesis of Cultural Heritage and Artistic 

Innovation 

The choreographic endeavor titled "Aesthetic Movements: Drawing Choreographic 

Inspirations from Thailand's Prasat Phanom Rung" stands as a testament to the harmonious 

blend of artistic innovation and deep cultural reverence. This methodology, predicated on the 

exploration and interpretation of Prasat Phanom Rung's rich symbolic heritage, delineates a 

comprehensive approach to dance creation that is both academically grounded and creatively 

expansive. 

6.1.1 Conceptual Framework and Sources of Inspiration 

At the core of this choreographic methodology lies the extraction and integration of 

thematic inspirations from the iconic tapestry of Prasat Phanom Rung. The temple's storied past, 

replete with spiritual symbolism and historical narratives, offers a fertile ground for 

choreographic inspiration. This process of ideation leverages the temple's mythological 

imprints and historical relevance as a scaffold for the development of a nuanced choreographic 

narrative (Soar & Aamodt, 2014). Such a foundation not only enriches the choreography with 

cultural depth but also aligns the artistic expression with the historical and spiritual essence of 

the site, thereby fostering a richer engagement with the material. 

6.1.2 Storyline Development and Affective Resonance 

The development of a compelling narrative within the choreography is paramount in 

establishing an emotive connection with the audience. By weaving a storyline that is both 

coherent and resonant, the choreography transcends the realm of visual aesthetics to engage 

viewers on a deeper, more affective level (Noikhonburi, 2017; Wynne-Jones, 2021). This 
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narrative craftsmanship not only augments the emotional depth of the performance but also 

serves as a conduit through which the audience can engage with the underlying cultural and 

historical themes, thus enhancing the overall impact and accessibility of the choreographic 

work. 

6.1.3 Dissection and Analytical Precision 

The meticulous dissection and analysis of thematic elements within the choreography 

underscore the importance of analytical precision in the articulation of the dance's message and 

cultural resonance. This process involves a detailed examination of each movement, gesture, 

and symbolic reference, assessing their contribution to the narrative arc and their alignment 

with the cultural heritage of Prasat Phanom Rung. Through such rigorous scrutiny, 

choreographers ensure that the performance not only communicates the intended themes 

effectively but also encapsulates the essence of the castle's symbolic lexicon, thereby enriching 

the audience's understanding and appreciation of the performance. 

In conclusion, "Aesthetic Movements: Drawing Choreographic Inspirations from 

Thailand's Prasat Phanom Rung" exemplifies a multidimensional approach to choreography 

that integrates artistic creativity with a profound respect for cultural heritage. By drawing upon 

the rich symbolic and historical narratives of Prasat Phanom Rung, the methodology 

underscores the potential of dance to act as a vibrant medium for cultural storytelling and 

historical reflection. Through the synthesis of conceptual inspiration, narrative development, 

and analytical rigor, this choreographic endeavor not only contributes to the academic discourse 

on dance but also reaffirms the art form's capacity to bridge past and present, inviting audiences 

to explore the depths of cultural heritage through the lens of contemporary dance. 

6.2 Choreographic Elucidation: Bridging Cultural Legacy and Contemporary 

Dance 

The choreographic interpretation of Prasat Phanom Rung's intricate symbolism stands 

as an emblematic example of how dance can serve as a bridge between the ancient cultural 

legacies and the nuances of contemporary performance art. This comprehensive exploration 

underscores the effectiveness of dance in conveying complex historical and cultural narratives, 

emphasizing the critical role of performers, audition mechanisms, and the nuanced evaluation 

of dancers' attributes in achieving a profound choreographic outcome. 

6.2.1 Audition Mechanisms and the Pursuit of Refined Expertise 

The audition process within this choreographic framework is a critical juncture where 

choreographers seek performers who embody a unique blend of technical mastery and a deep 

interpretative understanding of Prasat Phanom Rung's historical and cultural essence. This 
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rigorous selection process involves an in-depth evaluation of dancers' abilities to express the 

temple's symbolic narratives through movement (Gaston, 1983). Additionally, the 

consideration of a dancer's gender or typology introduces a layered complexity to the 

choreography, enabling a diverse and richly nuanced portrayal of the temple's legacy. This 

aspect underscores the importance of selecting dancers who can bring a varied interpretive 

depth to the performance, further enriching the audience's experience and enhancing the cultural 

resonance of the choreography (Burridge & Roche, 2022). 

6.2.2 A Confluence of Artistic Exaltation and Cultural Stewardship 

The methodology adopted for this choreographic endeavor transcends the boundaries of 

mere artistic expression, positioning itself as a vital mechanism for cultural preservation and 

homage. By intricately weaving the historical and symbolic intricacies of Prasat Phanom Rung 

into the fabric of the performance, choreographers and dancers facilitate a dynamic engagement 

with the audience, enabling them to forge a profound connection with the cultural narratives at 

play. This approach not only showcases the temple's rich heritage through the medium of dance 

but also acts as a steward of its legacy, ensuring that these narratives are communicated and 

appreciated by contemporary audiences. The choreography, thus, becomes a living testament 

to the temple's enduring cultural significance, bridging the gap between past and present, and 

inviting spectators into a dialogue with history through the evocative power of dance. 

In conclusion, the choreographic interpretation of Prasat Phanom Rung's symbolism 

exemplifies the potent synergy between dance and cultural heritage, highlighting the role of 

meticulous audition processes, the assessment of dancers' unique attributes, and the thoughtful 

consideration of gender and typology in crafting a performance that resonates with historical 

depth and contemporary relevance. This endeavor not only reaffirms the value of dance as an 

expressive art form capable of transcending temporal and cultural boundaries but also 

emphasizes its significance as a medium for cultural stewardship. Through this innovative 

choreographic approach, the legacy of Prasat Phanom Rung is both preserved and reimagined, 

offering audiences a unique opportunity to engage with and reflect upon the rich tapestry of 

cultural narratives embedded within its walls, thereby contributing significantly to the academic 

and artistic discourse in the field of dance. 

6.3 Choreographic Elucidation of Prasat Phanom Rung's Legacy: A 

Multidimensional Exploration 

The exploration of Prasat Phanom Rung, an architectural gem of the Khmer Empire 

located in Thailand, through the lens of choreography, unveils a rich and complex interplay 

between traditional dance forms, improvisational techniques, meticulous movement analysis, 
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and a synthesis of individual and collective performances. This endeavor, rooted in the castle's 

profound symbolic and cultural heritage, not only showcases the versatility and depth of 

contemporary dance but also highlights the role of choreography in bridging historical 

narratives with modern artistic expressions. 

6.3.1 Symbolic Assimilation and Cultural Resonance 

The integration of Prasat Phanom Rung's symbolic intricacies into choreographic pieces serves 

as a profound investigation into the cultural resonance that these ancient motifs hold. As 

performers embody and interpret these symbols through dance, they offer audiences a unique, 

emotive gateway to the historical and cultural contexts that envelop the castle. This process 

does more than merely demonstrate the choreographers' creative ingenuity; it assumes a critical 

role in the preservation and celebration of cultural identities (Venkatraman, 2015). Through 

such symbolic assimilation, dance becomes a living archive, a dynamic means of safeguarding 

and transmitting cultural legacies to future generations. 

6.3.2 Synthesis of Dance Components and Performance Profundity 

The choreographic exploration of Prasat Phanom Rung is further enriched by the amalgamation 

of diverse dance methodologies, the strategic use of improvisation, and a focused evaluation of 

movement dynamics. This holistic approach, encompassing both solo and ensemble 

performances, injects a layer of sophistication and depth into the dance pieces (DeFrantz & 

Rothfield, 2016). The deliberate synthesis of various dance components not only challenges 

performers to push the boundaries of their artistic capabilities but also creates a reflective space 

for considering the nuances of movement articulation. This contemplative approach to 

choreography significantly contributes to the evolution and refinement of dance as an academic 

and artistic discipline. 

 6.4 Choreographic Inspirations from Prasat Phanom Rung 

 The exploration of Prasat Phanom Rung as a source of inspiration for dance choreography 

highlights a significant interdisciplinary connection between architecture and the performing 

arts. This study not only emphasizes the aesthetic influence of architectural elements on dance 

but also explores the deeper cultural narratives that can be communicated through this creative 

intersection. By examining the architectural grandeur and sculptural narratives of Prasat 

Phanom Rung, this analysis aims to illuminate the profound relationship between built 

environments and choreographic expression. 

6.4.1 Analytical Discussion of Architectural and Sculptural Inspirations 

Prasat Phanom Rung's architectural splendor, marked by its intricate carvings and imposing 

structures, naturally inspires a dynamic range of dance movements. The temple’s design, 
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featuring elongated corridors and ascending staircases, suggests a metaphorical and physical 

ascent that is mirrored in the choreographic sequences developed. This not only reflects a 

journey towards spiritual ascension but also mimics the physical pathways within the temple 

complex, allowing dancers to embody and narrate the temple’s storied past through movement. 

The sculptural elements, imbued with rich Hindu mythology, provide a narrative richness that 

choreographers can harness. Iconic depictions such as those of Shiva and scenes from the 

Ramayana offer a lexicon of gestures and facial expressions integral to classical Indian dance. 

Adaptation of these elements into contemporary dance allows for the re-telling of ancient 

myths, thereby preserving cultural heritage while making it accessible and relatable to 

contemporary audiences. 

6.4.2 Examples and Comparisons 

The cosmic dance of Shiva, depicted in the temple's reliefs, translates into dance as expansive, 

ground-covering movements and dramatic poses, reflecting the deity’s omnipotence and grace. 

This interpretation finds a parallel in the choreography inspired by the Gothic cathedrals of 

Europe, where the architecture's verticality and aspirational lines are expressed through 

uplifting and expansive dance movements. These examples illustrate how architectural forms 

can be abstracted into bodily movements, enhancing the visual and emotional impact of dance. 

6.4.3 Expansion of Ideas and Analytical Insight 

Employing architectural space and sculptural details as a choreographic map opens a broader 

discourse on the role of space in dance. The way Prasat Phanom Rung’s architecture dictates 

movement and interaction parallels how choreographed spaces in dance guide audience 

perception and engagement. This analogy deepens the understanding of how dancers and 

audiences navigate physical and symbolic spaces, emphasizing the choreographic environment 

as an interpretative frame for the dance narrative. 

Furthermore, integrating cultural symbols into dance underscores the transformative potential 

of art to connect the past with the present, enriching the contemporary cultural dialogue. This 

approach not only revitalizes ancient traditions but also fosters a deeper appreciation for the 

cultural and historical milieus from which these architectural and dance forms originate, 

highlighting their relevance in modern times. 

The choreographic rendition inspired by Prasat Phanom Rung's emblematic heritage 

underscores the indispensable role of dance in the articulation, preservation, and celebration of 

cultural narratives. This exploration not only reaffirms the value of interdisciplinary 

collaboration in enriching our understanding of historical and cultural contexts but also 

showcases the potential of dance to act as a conduit for cultural dialogue and innovation. By 
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meticulously documenting and analyzing such choreographic ventures, the academic and 

artistic communities can foster a deeper appreciation for the complexities of cultural heritage 

and the transformative power of dance. Through this lens, dance emerges not only as a medium 

of artistic expression but as a vital instrument for cultural stewardship, inviting both performers 

and audiences to engage with the rich tapestry of human history and cultural diversity. This 

endeavor, therefore, contributes significantly to the ongoing discourse in the field of dance, 

highlighting its capacity to transcend temporal and cultural boundaries and to forge meaningful 

connections between the past and the present. 
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