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Abstract

This article is based on a qualitative research aiming to illustrate the representation of
“Ting-Krajad” festival in terms of the Chinese-Thai identity in the Lao Zhou Alley community
in Chiang Mai province. The “Ting-Krajad” festival is part of a dynamic process that helps to
strengthen the identity of this Chinese-Thai community, where perceptions and values are
shared within this multicultural context. Drawing upon documentary analysis methodology,
in-depth interviews and observation were conducted on key informants, including the “Guan Yu”
Chinese shrine keeper, members of the shrine, and villagers during the festival held in Lao
Zhou Alley in Chiang Mai.

The results suggest that multiple representations of identity are constructed by the
local community and visitors to the Guan Yu Shrine, which serves as a central space for the
souls of the community. However, events that make up the Ting-Krajad festival have adopted
a pattern of identity representation that incorporates “Thai”, “Lanna” and “Chinese” forms
of faith as part of the traditional Ting-Krajad rituals. This manifests their multiple identities and
provides an important mechanism for the preservation of the essence of Chinese culture, a

dimension that is relevant to the current multicultural context and economy of Chiang Mai.

Keywords:  Ting-Krajad festival, multiple identity, Chinese-Thai people, Lao Zhou alley
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