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Abstracts

Based on theories outlined by Claude Levi-Strauss, myth analysis was used by Thai
academics to understand socities in the past through several myths as a special language of
the premodern period. This article applies this approach to understand contemporary society
through one specific kind of modern myth, namely Pokemon the Series, a Japanese animation.
With the integration of Victor Turner's conceptual idea of liminality and Ruth Benedict's
ethnography on Japanese culture, for both textual and contextual analysis respectively. A
message hidden at a profound level of Pokemon the Series was extracted suggesting that
players “don't grow to be adult”, as appeared significantly by the pattern of Japanese culture
and coeval economic situation at the origin. Although the myth analysis approach was formed
and practiced by so many myths from ancient time theoretically. This paper proves and argues
that it can also effectively be applied to enlighten society of today by means of modern myths,
as Levi-Strauss claim to discover the same foundation of human mind structure, found in every

time and every place, the binary opposition.

Keywords: Pokemon, myth analysis, liminality, Japanese culture, binary opposition
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The indefinite whole of real or possible systems of communication, that is,
those symbolic systems other than the system of language, which comprise
the realms of myth, ritual, and kinship, may actually be considered as so
many special languages.

Claude Levi-Strauss (1963, p.82)
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TneThluuds M “Grmutduds” (myth) wiedeussfinnmendusefuuniy fanumne
AuiigfufAnyidug Tunwilneegvated lidresfuduummunsely veusiuinamanns
anseddnyesmdnyisanandendluiiadesusiinnnenduun Aonsnanndadeudn (namative)
Suulsiiovesdnuuzmiessaurfuararuniudvondomiignar Juegiuaniunsaiuarnisadld
FouRSynIiBIS NV IUAILAULUN LY (Chalermpow Kor-anantakool, 1990, p.51) Tueediy
fign nanldiiFessniignassdandunuuimridlddossiFonudumananusensvisainns
wansoonyeTmusIIIvR sy Tid e degsiufuidudsay Tnsorfomsidniledwionnuvang
wazdoRnshuiomanszueadosfignarenon Besussimaemanisanusofinsaldindunm
filA (spedial language) Tunszurunisdoasvesuywduuunils Fsusznoulfeszuudydnual
f19 Suamsadeansuazazviouninuidninda Tansiml anude naonIugNTaUAINLVLNEUNS
UsgnsiidomdaTessmiignifuudduinldosaduiavs ldiaslaeidaviolidddaiouue (Na-
Thalang, 2014, pp.475-476) n1s@nwILaritATIzilassas1siniuusudsinuulaseadislion
(structuralism) muvuUITN15v89 1Aan 1ad-alnsa (Claude Levi-Strauss) tnunyweinengunaus
LI sAnuEInLIUNTIATIElaTIaiaseiudn (deep level) TumnuidnindAnvesmyud 3
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ANuAn nasnIuNsuUarduauINssududnuuzainavesyud (Clarke, 1981, p.210) A1
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Senfiunuriawsednluinueu (Pokemon) AaagATINUBINNEUATNISHUTIQNULATLABIANY LAY
wilanillewne1sy (Masara Town) lugilniafule (Kanto Region) 818 10 U wiwdnlnd (Satoshi)
Huszasdeanidunenvyfelugiugdinluinueu (Pokemon trainer) wiauiufin1y (Pikachu) Tuin
LOUAILINLASAIVANUDAY

nanledn gaganungluniseeniiunaagdeveswiladuas inydadulvinueugyunull
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wanenalUannfnsssunmaluaudug eewasngduiameiuiusnglutiniu dufenisniudu
TUsnuaul (wild Pokemon) titavinn1sindu sauludanisviaaaluinueuriun1sin luinueaunuin
Iasgrimsiiunaunsediunungninifignitnualifuginluinueunuaug Inslanzet198she
msvmallinueuiudiilsedy (gym leader) mandadlvie)q veglinieiioonifums Hadfiiieo1yus
waziivavauvseqns (badge) Usednlsedulalansu 8 Fu muldeulunmsidisiudsduluaniug
TUinuau (Pokemon league) Sudununisfiguuzidaazlanniludnisidudievigseduinuey
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(Pokernon master) &stiuindudseuiuardnnudeiviglunistinidinueulideflsldvnaieiug
' & ' L A I3 ¢ s v a =
ag4l3nA Usingimaeniiiaisesreinimeunsnisguyail wlinenladagaIunsnsIusIuLiseyns
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a Y} i A A & v B | =% a v
nsiunrIySevesukazayivenznate U uidermnaiseduinuaunuaulliu Jasusiy
Tmipsaudinsaan nemsisuduiunieasavlg dnidunmsuuduludmsudsiuvesamiusluinueuly
9iinnduY 1w gin1alala (Johto Region) uarniinialedu (Hoen Region) Ingliianazdoniuily

el lusunen

3. an13zvevauluNITRNAUNINIYSY

mnRarsaiiededenaindreduasdiulen mizﬁﬁfysumﬁmuﬁmﬁ/ﬁa N1TRDNLAUNI
nagyAvveuAnvsaunislunionq Aullinueugy swarsmAsfitavuazifuifuninuussoun
vsUsemssududnwardrAgesiniuadelud (Na-Thalang, 2014, p.456) Tnensavosdniuiies
Tuinuew Tuudvesnisfinnsanssdusenounisludiunveaiandn feuflagynmsinseilassasng
genileder aunsafinnsanldiinseenifunaagfoveswladiduisnssuudouriuaniunim
(rite of passage) A duinlugarnududlng Tnge1afinrsanniseeniiumnanyfevesiie
Feslsinduannzueveu (liminality) Fsusingidudsauuuulilassais (communitas) Aisguy
sufousineg ludsanazanegluaniizeniuilunistinsdmiunsafrmdeimurdadnual

AaRRAURIAULNLY LIDT095UNUSZUINT AUSURATOU HADAIUAILYDUSTTUNSINITIUALUNIU
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AULWIRALUUNYBEINEddnvalvedinmes wiasiues (Victor Turner) NldAlMLALI nsideu
Hauagnun uenanazduiusiuluegredeiuiusenidinfanuuisediuwds Suldnis

1ASUNTENS UM TAILGTTNAINANSIINTINADNTTUAIY (Turner, 1977, p.94)
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AanTsu duieITeiun1THanIizeiImie Ane S3uBeTRgene g Beusenaudusnluaniunisaii

q

UM naenuilavenased minewanaUselevivasinswie (Turner, 1973, p.1100) Tu
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| & & Al i v & A 1 !
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1 [~4 a a 1 v [ = dy a v ¥
sgraluszuussidey luvasgusrmthnvesdeaudausingluanizvieveui aslidnuae 13
TAseasne mnan ldudueu wasiinuunesnluandiaulnd dnsdauszneulumodydnuwalnigg 7
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Juderuiilnaaudfseiulaseaing (anti-structure) lnganuniniasidukazaniunmlvdiiings
sradwesiinuisazhivnngedluan1izll wielifiusnguaiisudnieswintu wenani dny

Msnglugiefenansvesisnssulasiidnvaeivulyaindsauniuund (community) tnsnzdeay

D.

(% ! ! aa

sanarndudirnnuulslaseasie FeignsunsnssuazlatunsusuUTTaUNISAINTINIZIANZA LD

kY

a s

figatinuisuagldfuniseensu udrTsresnduiulugdsauiiflassaiadussuusndoudnadmil
ﬁaaaa’mmwﬁwﬁuﬁﬂaﬁumﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬁmmLLazﬁmwﬂﬁﬁﬁlé’%’wﬂm (Turner, 1977, pp.94-96)
ynfisnssnUasuruanunnUszneulusmedifureannnisal 3 9aeanne TéuA anny
WAINMTUENIIN AANILYIBVBU haTANTITLINIINAULTINNGIAY (Van Gennep, 1909 in Tumer,
1977, p.94) enauesliitnadhiuianylugrusTuinuousiousn Wesenifiunmagiesruuvisyms
yhgfinanavieases 1ugakuduressUssneuidnssulugusiduannzuinisuenaindsay
din Tuugigaamngdfgresnnfunedenisldfuderuglunisuisiuaniusluinueu efn
TugnmaduidormnayFeduinueunuanulilii Aenafiasanldindudmneuasialszlovivos
MsiwiBnssu enduAudigdeaudni auanzuisnduidisunguifiudeaniuninuay
fiusgniiilnliguiy nseenifunaiioduuagiinluinuou nasnauvnmaluinueuiuguilsdy
sewiemsdung Wadunusussegasivasusvunuieulinisdisiuudsuluamiusiunuey
Jaduannzflegdunaranisiiunisesnaintusanuziin iendugtumeUszaunisaluay
anuglvl WhnseunsinnsaniduannyneveuvesnsUseneuiiSnssuiUasusiuaniunn
Tuanmzwevevresniseandunisnagded nanldi e1led flufazasmdnvesdos
whzdudnuifllladndndely msznlduendainesninanmsunasesquase fivivehi

Gesgndusgsfaunseiaiugainenouseniiunis Msienms iu ag wau wew serinnsesn
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deliiuninvesdauwuulslassadislunmeunsniiguindaiauiy erananlatansgnisel
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a 1 % 1 1 a U ! A 1 a a v a 1 1 a dﬂl
wazfuegnauuauaguinieniu Willasmilonitlasluganiugiam TunisiunsiudilnaAiedl
MarATivaeRzfaanuiullinueuvlinmeg unue suluiisnisvnuszassinginivinueuniny
1983ENINNNeE19wYls (Samurai) Ingdenaaiaduladnisnuniy saudatsiuiuazvlinves
Tuinueunvzgnliuszass duduiusiuanulaseuideiSeuinneu nsaialuinueuiiinyuiasy
Tuananulienaslatmanisuszass firee Adnaweenlulusenininisded udinauluiluainy
Lionvsdnasudefinisivasumilinuou a1nniskdainfndaniunisalinintu ludunisaian
anun1sal wdarsenduluiluanuliaafndnasulendfiveiunisg vedluinueugndslnldlunis
Uszaed wazannsilugsediinuleiulaetady Wdnsynduiusiduinsane udreenduluiduy
AdeddnaTmilalianisUseassseulniifiniu auassanaznisnagdeninulduiueunelidany
dulilassairwesdfnluinueuszninamaiuniell JuandiiiufnisdhsiuuseneuiBnssuveay
=9 4 a & (Y = a a ' A O oo | o Y
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e ‘:4' Yo Y 2 r.ﬂ' v Y 1w S a v [ & B
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= a X % 1 1Y i A vo
wenwilellanmsiinduresdruiuulilassasisluansvigveuuds nsiau (play) Alasu
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gUsvasAlunsUszneuRtnssudmiu Adeldindunandndnogrmilsvesdsauuuulilnssadony
nseungud ldiazfunsiduivanude nsidud maauiudndnvel vioudnsznanisiauids
guanwal (Turner, 1979, p.466) Tuudll orafiansanléin nsdu Lﬁymgw Hnelu dogudadu vienia
Tuinueuneluannzaevey wioulinseisseninginluinueuseiudananddutud aunsn
Fulddndunisidudsguinualiildsunisenseduiuldainannizund wazlilfiAnduialuly
FAnuszdrtu ndnde ludsendniveslaniadiouluinu mefuuasifiesgluinuouiideldinduies
voamaausaniviluludsen fdnuvagliisluanniaiiumuasguadaides ogalsia mnidy
nMeieuLuuiion@nuds n1sdunaunidinanagniauidudutulugnisiindusassiodudedu
pgeasedanuuinnsglan anududuresnisauilldiun senseiuiunsswinnasangluaning
Weveu ieananandnedramdsldindufmudeiuluinueut veninasiiufanssunnaudidy
dadedrdglunsuszneuidnssuasuiuaniunmudr Senafinsanseluldindumsguunds

(% (% L4

dydnval Trdeanzuusysidluanuduiusuuuguuiu (Tumer, 1979, p.466) tufenisily
HNA19VBITLAUNITEUNUTEAUADUNINUATUNUIN TeNI19N15IULALIALSY (catch and feed)
Tnueudl Fuduszdvveanisiaumly wdmedudunisindulidesuazdogduysdu (tame and

battle) FuUUTEAUNTIINNUDE1NTITIVIT DTN
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fodunnusznavisesangmeveulunmsuseneuisnssuiudsuihuaniunindanani
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narnneiagiinne Auenanuinususiuivalnaluaudsiaudios Tuwdd nsdunadiiiiesves
fusznauitenagldudsliindunsnduiinddnuiflasarenannd e Tnsanizedaddunsdi

Y

lassadadiananansagniaduldliegnudun suguilowinnisusenauisnssul udnwaeliaiunse
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