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Abstract

Kalom is a Tai ethnic group residing in Luang Namtha Province, Lao
PDR. Kalom people speak the Kalom language, a language of the Tai language
family, but it is still debatable as to whether it is the same as the Tai Lue or Tai
Yuan spoken in northern Thailand. This ethnic group is classified into the Tai
Yuan group by the Lao Government which might be the reason why most
Kalom villagers call themselves Tai Yuan. However, the language of Kalom
sounds like both Tai Lue and Tai Yuan. This study, therefore, aims to clarify the
Kalom identity by exploring the Kalom tonal system for linguistic evidence.

A tonal study of the Kalom used at Ban Vieng Nuea, Ban Vieng Tay, and
Ban Khon reveals that it has two types of tonal systems. The first type shares
the dominant feature of the Tai Lue tonal system, namely, a binary split across
the four tonal categories based on voicing. The second type is a tonal split and
merger in tone A category which is different from the typical Tai Lue tonal
system aforementioned and the Tai Yuan tonal system. A lexical analysis was
also included in this study to support the tonal investigation. The study of
lexical usage reveals a high frequency of Tai Lue words mixed with some Tai
Yuan words.

As Luang Namtha is a multi-lingual community, it is possible that the
linguistic features of both Tai Lue and Tai Yuan that are found in Kalom are
caused by language contact between Tai Lue and Tai Yuan speakers who
migrated from different locations. This linguistic evidence is supported by
historical account. Learned villagers expound that Kalom people migrated from
two directions, Sipsongpanna in Yunnan Province, PR China, which is a Tai Lue
compound, and Chiang Saen in northern Thailand, which is populated by Tai

Yuan people.

Keywords: Tai language family, Tai Lue, Tai Yuan, Kalom, tonal study,

Luangnamtha province
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A B C DL DS
1 2.1 1.3 1.5 1.3 2.1
2 | @eszau fitu | seeue) | ity geseau
3
q 0.2 2.4 0.6 0.4
AGEN AGEN naanN(?) NaNNITAY
sty JEHIU
U7 8 dndnwaizvenssagndntyilnde
A B C DL DS
1 2.1 .3 2.5 .3 1.5
L #/ nay/ AN A/ NANgY/
2| faned- | nanesh GNAN na9e gﬁsé’w’u
ol S¥AU | S¥AU | S¥eu 30 2. 2
3 1.2 Na1Y/NANNES-
| e/ STT‘u
4 | nanvg- 1.4 2.6 1.4 1.5
o #/ AGEK #/ NANEY/
Ny | aeen | nany/ GREELALY
ge-an ©) ge-an %38 2.6
NANNEN-AIN

JU7 9 dndnunizrenssagndniwingiu

deissuifisudndnvuasiugndresnuingasuuazniwlnie wuiid
Anundefuifiounndenssugnd eniudenssugnd B4 fifuennwinzasusiuiu
6 Auvonides 331 wileulnde wasduenniwidn 10 Ausondssunndisanlnde
failfio fuenamwdiuan 4 ausenides [34/45] uagdn 6 Auppnudss [343/342]
uenanthssagng C123 lunwingaon fuenamwisenidendu [312/327] Seluniwn
nde awlunssagnd [227) Wuihhdunainssugndlutenssagnd C123 uay C4 3
Fosinfidudoduneuineridlunwinzasuuaginde widmiuassmgnd ca fuen
mwvseulilldoanidonssugnd Ca fedesiniidudsddunourine dndnuas
19IMgNRTeINIwIngauIEAeiunwlndouinniilnees Taedafudides
ssnugndlutonssagnd A nanfenwilnees A12 andudssin/geu way A3 1
osnana-u-an ui3e nany/gessiy
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6. ayduazaiusnena

uneideilsdnmssuuissugndvesniwngaouitadsuieutuntw
InAeuarnu e dléfffinu et uunansnsasuinniiouniedisain
awilnFevieniwilneiu

namATenuinssugndnwnzaeuiyaithudsande tiudedld wagtu
ou lukvrmanstim UssinAanssasgussusulaeUssvivuan dszuvissauend
MwINgasy 2 WUUlAgINTNIINNTRENLAE AL TINFSNITTUYNAVBITTUYNA
failde

nauil 1 Fenssagndlutes Al Wudsnssagndifoiudensugndlutes A 3
wazdsnssaendlutos A2 IWudsnssugndieiudenssagndlutes Ad dnnssugnd
Tugies B C DL DS finmsusnidsuuvaemnsuiionnanmsduresdudowoms yuuzdiy
Fady ngufl 1 uvsgesoenidu 2 nqudesmuduaumeidenssagnd nqugesi 1
110 6 mhudenssagnd wangugest 2 fidwau 5 mheidsnssugndsudennan
mMIrmdneniingnd Ad uay B4 Fsnsrmdsuuuilimlunwilnenuaznwlnde
51461'1@6‘] ﬁadauma%wuLwiﬂ’mamﬁsmsmqﬂﬁ B4 fuC123 [958 1Wedusn, (2530);
Intajamornrak, (2009, 2013); Chaimano, (2009), 31356 Auduns (2558)]

naudl 2 Aenssugndlures A B C DL DS fimsusnidesissuendaai 3
ssagndduaemssuionnnmsduresdudosvemdysusdudaiu vinlhan
WIULNATILIL 6 255080 B9 Hartmann (1980) namdnisusnidesuuuiinulunds
avwlnanme fusnidedld wu Tnde lnan Tnd iludu msusnidenssugnduuy
sandrmulunwlndenatsy fu msusndsuuuiFaivliduuudafgesai
Iyfio wonanifdsudildifuieymsagndnwiviefoativayunisusniosiaiu
voanwilndedanan Inewfudeyanssagndmwilndoyafithudedduasdiuis
LA $1uau 3 Ay 91858134 30-68 U wazthuduis urseus $1uau 2
A1 DIEEING 65 89 67 T uasnunIsueniBensnenduuusafufo ABCD123-4

idernssagndnwingasuaniUisuiiisuiuassagndnwnlvnesuuazanw
lyde Tudosdwnuwassugnd wuiildauisathdnssugndundunasidnduiy
awingaenidnvusniiounvilndonienivilngiu eiinsenwilniouas
awlneiudusineg Allszuvissagnd 5 53agnd wag 6 53ALNA Wilounwing
aouuiy dwnsiaszinsuendessiudsaasdvdnvavissugnduesniwing
aou aguldhianuedendstutunnindemnnitlney msedinsuendouay
sandeslutonssagnd A wiloulnde 2 wuu Aouuy A123-0 LazuuU Al = A3 uay
A2 = Ad Fauaasliiiumssadesidaauluguil 10° 9nnsesnidesvestiuanau
10 AufinssfulndefuTesse Uiu wasneie1@s Chaimano (2009) Tdumy

AISTIMUNNTYINEAOUN IUUIN NN I IAIART a7



16

12.8

= 96
g ‘7' ——Al
= L
5 3 v ——A2
2 64
A3
3.2 ——Ad

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Aszaznan

FU7 10 Ms5ideavenssugndnyingaauluenssuegnd A wuuln

usnaNMsAnyMIIAgNAvaInTInzaey latinsnuinisldmdmiiaga
WieaiuayunamsAnyssgnd anzdidsldaiemonsdmdwiinwineuuazniw
Iydedieuuansnafusiuam 60 FA139ATaUAGULIANAILIMENEVIANNVAY 918N1T
FdwiitiAnidaninan semsiEwigad 2 mawuan n luntideFes “mIudsuagms
Wasuulamsiwinazidedunwilniuiiwaludmiauin” vesinsnt Sasauna
(2555) BpgiAdwiUsEneumen1siuwuadinwiveuiasAdnia 1wy
fofilidoyarinaouusazauld unAnadsvessiuumdninuineuuar
Sdtwilydefigideyannald mnuduondiosasvesredofna uasuaninants
AUIUAIBUHUNINT UV AZANT N

Tunmsfinwddwiniwingasy fldsuldiisenisidwidiuin 60 vieessa
Tonuguannmsnymngasudiuiu 15 Ay ansnsaTuTLsdEnlaiLn 911 &1 lag
wadumlniesiuu 484 & Andudones 5313 drlnerusiui 225 & Andudosas
26,69 famwnzaeusIuIL 53 @ Anludesay 5.82 uavAlunmdug Taun Adw
suflunwmszgalnuazdnwan S 149 M Anduiesas 16.36 fagui 11
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JU7 11 frfegavveamdniawisneg inulunwingasy

MnwansAnwlulszidiuFosidwiaziiiuldivnangasuinisldddnwi
awilndemnniignuaslduinniiniwndug Tuumunauanisaumning sesasunie
awilngan weznwilnngudug Tnsawizniwian venanduningasufimdwi
voadtesliie 1wy A1i ‘wrazne’ arwinzasuFendt uzldvayms [mako:;”
sa-mut™]  luvasfiniwilnae ey wazanadendn uelfediun [makos” si-
paw’ ] wgfewin [makoj' te:t’] uay Unif [bak™ hun’'] muddu

fdminmnineruivmngaeuliduimdninmlnenfudeoniu mszny
Adwivanesfidlfiamsideninuvindu wu fir el nwilvenudoniu
Fondn uzui [makew’ ] wie wgldouds [ma- koj' kew] @131 ‘nszndlumey’
anlyeruiloninildin asden [sa-pok’] Feffuenmumwmnzasuiireuinageny ild
Fwaniliguity venanifideudsiidedannin vnnzasudalvglasams Sonansny
aunfimseendesaszUsvauriomnduassifvuniiounwilnie’ Ao sendesase il
[ta] uax [ua] Wu el [o] uaz [o] mudau uwasdleudmudnindgsenglumitiu
HedduaztuisaniedinseandesassUsvanlaedetneu uazdinsoendes
wnywus [ Auey Tuvasdisugnuaunaseminzasuiitiuey wasthuifissnueon
Fossanarudwdes [j] wilounwlnde uandiifiuinnwindesidvswawiienin
sl uazmanmsalldiluiigaddinasnseenidssuuuleuazaos meld
dmsumwanityeiulusnmmaimniuldl§isvinaderingaeunniin wagem
anlumasidudsznnsdiutoaiiosdosay 3 whdudeildnanudluiador 2
wiegdlsfimuyingasusulninlisudninannamwaniiunsfnwilulsaSsunas
Nndeasnavuegsvianidedlslls
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wan1sitedusAnilunuided atvayuiiniwinzasmduniwiums
spriumwilvdetuniwiingiuais visedmuiilumithufieatu guonniwiunay
Tdsdwsilnio unsauldddmilngau wu drin ‘ddnd guanawdhudsande
$1uru 3 auldFdminiwilndon Tas@) (107" uazdn 1 au Timdwilngaud
Tawan [l law™] wazanuinludg Wedu fuonawusazausenidosunnsing
1l ;Euaﬂmmﬁﬁmqﬂs:mm 70 YulUsinasoenidosifidasyszan fia , ta | ual
wuumwilneau duguennwndifiengtiesndn 70 Yaswndinazesnidssasyuszan 3
Fosfenarnduassifion [e:, o , o swdduuuuntwlnde wu dvi1 I¥emng
(@) fuonawieminzasuuisausenideanuulneiudt e kia” ] u3e kia ]
vALoaNABUUlNEDI e ke

Frueraasuanmamsisrssugnduasddmiidudiuseneu saiaan
fusnidessmnyaeufiurivantmirngaonfiofvegluuaamaisim
druniahaeilussnygudunulneu gy Uiamﬂimuimy%wgmmwﬂmLLas
Aeanile wagdruviaiaziusimyguiuaulnde wu Ysznnsdmlungestiu
youuartuifisnny fnythudssnuidfinstuiefivsamyguianmgthudug
(afins tael uazamy, 2569) Teorauansdraungtuiifuauaznguiunytiou
duq Lm'Lﬁ'amiwﬁyaLLaz"Lmnumﬁ’aaauiﬁ'mﬁulﬂunmmu AN THANNAIUNS
anay Tausss adisendeonquufnusinaldd “nvaon” waznfiquiileudn
awlndefidvEnaganinwilneiunasamdug oradumnessrnssmlnded
snnheundudug visoradumnzrnngaouldfduguogludeniudaduam
vosnlndedunaiiu shidaulnenldsusrinaanniwilndelvanluieiy
Foduivguvesnaziidudaenndosiuusy iRemansnsensnvesynnzas F9ain
ﬁwaméwawnﬂzaauﬁLmemﬁmﬂﬁ%gaﬂﬂﬂfcjmﬁﬁuéﬂzaaumaLﬁu‘ﬁﬂmjm
mwﬁﬁuﬂm?ﬁy@éﬂuamﬁawawmamLﬁaaﬁuamﬁum UseimAans TS gusznvuiy
LLauﬂammwmwuﬂmaausﬁﬂmemauﬁmawLmaﬂwmuau sounlfonewllegiides
MM mnuunawawiﬂaEJLuaqmustwmaummﬁmmmnﬂaa‘wwaa 21N
dieshufienewllegileaniu Lmﬂ%avm LLauammsﬂﬂauiﬂaawmqmmmmu
(Eunwaiuneygiund Sunedlne efmunestnowrimaisim fuil 15 nsngney
2558)

1%90390
1 & a s s < PV
unanuildunandnvensiderssaendniwlneiudegnelilasinisideises
“n1swdsanugininvesniwinaz Inusssungufnuguiinauluedeng fuoen
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Wedld” yu “Aansnansdidesieu Usednl 2558”7 drinaunaamuativayunisive
lnafdmans1a1sd ag.aunse yyeiaid Wukmilasnisive ausiidelddiaue
uneruinelite “nmstuundnuagneniwmanitesmsnany” finsUse
J1n15 “pARusdaassd nw-Tausssudvain” adidl 1 feleedidnaunesu
atfuayunsidonarantiifonvinas Taussaueids uninerdouing Tuiuil 14
n¥N1AU 2559 uazdo “A linguistic identification of Tai Kalom” ﬁﬂ’]iﬂiz‘qm The
Fifth International Conference on Lao Studies ¥alaeumIngnausssua1ans waz
Center for Lao Studies, San Francisco Iuiw’i”lﬁuﬁ 8-10 nInyAu 2559

AziiTeveveunmuVATLATY LarTeURAMBNULALYARATIaTUAYLNS
e lawn antuidenwinayinusssueds uwiverdeuing uningraomalulag
51939AaTAUlNEUNS 599ANERT19158 A5, A58 loannATh LazTeerans1a1sed as.
w1 Toanuwt filideAniusaziuusi fiduusslovdesadaion siaunaanm
Y9IUNAM UIATIY10T0] WaBENS HreddeiivaeiAvteya uaziinsizi
dndnuwarrensTagnddeiBnmanadnmand unsainiassu dudung fidae
Funenansiadulselovineantddy enasdisened fanu ivasudatenariniu
anfunwlne fermnsenuaganlumadumslugaumaisdim tdud Sesion
vou wluld, 919158uguin dsas, welosise qzqué, YMINULAD waeilidayayi?
nzaeu ey uazlndennau

* mATenwilndedusne fwumsuenidessandeuuy AL23-4 i lw?:a?im%sm;q
(Li, 1964) mmlwé‘yaﬁul,ﬁam%mml,l,azLﬁaaﬁﬂ (Chamberlain, 1975) Inaodulduase
(Ploykaew, 1985) Indoauuy ({nn é’umwssﬁ, 2529; Wusnu dAsTmuINg, 2555)
warlnaeaunzien (algwad 1y, 2543)
> mifenwilneemidelniediessesiinunisusnidessindeuuy A1234 WU Tnges
?{uﬁmu (Bouny JudoudAs, 2521; Sarawit, 1979; Davies, 1979: Fansse Weuna,
2528; Yoz R 19418, 2550; AASINT @508018dY, 2552) meeadug1U1a (Lamchiangdase,
1984) Inwesdiudivsse (39ua Jelsavdanssns, 2551) waelnpesiuuns (Chaimano,
2009; Intajamornrak, 2009, 2013; A01IITU 514%”‘14‘1/15, 2558)
awlnfouasmwilneauifssuuissagnd 5 25saend uway 6 13sugnd ldun

o Ineuaylneiufiusine Addanmliuddtelud

awlviio spuvITIIUENA 6 253000

Li (1964); Ploykaew (1985); fin1 Sumswssh (2529); algnas gy (2543);
$93ua 39l591dgas30u (2551); (Chaimano, 2009); Intajamornrak (2013); 30175504 A

9
o ¢

JUNS (2558)
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awlvEe sEunasIgnd 5 255Ene

Chaimano (2009); Intajamornrak (2011); 2012558 Audums (2558)

MWINGIU TEUUITIUYNA 6 IT508ENA

Brown (1965); Jones (1965); Davis (1970); L‘ﬁwﬂ’siim aunina (2505);
Founau Mirvanana (2516); Khanittanan (1973); a5 Aan (2518); Pantupong (1976);
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