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Abstract

A verb is a basic and the most important word class in human
languages. People of different ages may select different verbs to express their
thousghts. Age is one of the important factors for language variations. The
researcher noticed that Thai teenagers tend to create new words to be used
among themselves. The word [thép] originated as a noun referring to "angels” is
commonly used by teenagers as a verb “to excel at something” as in (1)

(1) nam thep khomm phiw to: khon diaw nai hom

She keen computer CL  one in classroom

“She's the only one who is really keen on computer in the classroom.”

This article aims to: 1) analyze the verbs that represent characteristics of
teenagers; 2) examine the distinctive verb constructions used by Thai teenagers;
and 3) analyze notable features of the language construction of Thai teenagers. The
data were collected from 30 teenagers, aged 11-22 years, who use standard Thai in
their everyday lives.

The results reveal 1) the 20 verbs solely used by teenagers; 2) 5 kinds of
word formation: clipping, borrowing, compounding, functional shift, and semantic
extension; and 3) the exclusive teenagers' serial verb pattemn, called "Expressive
SVC". This SVC is found to violate the serial verb construction rules by having a
stative verbs in the second or third position of SVC, as shown in (2). This new verb
pattern mostly relates to their physical appearance which reflects how important
teenagers feels about appearance.

(2) naip domn  auan  ju sajaim

She walk fat (aspect) Siam

“She walked fat in Siam.”

Keywords: Thai verb, serial verb construction (svc), teenager language
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