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Abstract

This article aims to study the economic and social changes in Southeast
Asia during the colonial period (17th - the middle of the 20th century) by studying
the case of coffee production and consumption. Coffee plants were used in
commercial agriculture by western colonial powers who promoted cultivation in
Southeast Asian countries, in order to supply the world market. The study found that
the colonial period was the time during which powerful western countries introduced
capitalism into the Southeast Asia region, encouraging large-scale coffee plantations
in the region. Based on the principles of capitalism, local people in western-
colonized countries were forced to work especially hard in order for western
consumers to be able to afford to drink coffee regularly and not just as a luxury. In
terms of coffee consumption in this region, the first consumers of local coffee were
the westerners living in the colonized countries (in Siam, they were the elites) and
coffee shops soon became established following the western trends. Thereafter, the
coffee consumption culture was gradually embraced by Asia’s middle class and
coffee became the drink most associated with a modern lifestyle for Southeast
Asians as it had already become in western society.

Keywords: Southeast Asia, colonial history, coffee production and
consumption
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