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Abstract

This article analyzes Thai political jokes that were originated and delivered during the period of
Dr.Thaksin’s government (February 2001 — February 2005). “Thai political jokes” in this study are
defined as jokes that have Thai politicians and their close relations or relatives as subjects of
ridicule. The data used in this study are from Thai websites and e-mail messages.

This study shows that Thai political jokes are verbalized in four forms of text types: letter,
horoscope, play and tale. The linguistic strategies used to provoke humor include puns, false
analegies, and role reversal. Thai political jokes convey critical and satirical views not only on
political issues but also social and economic ones such as the bird flu epidemic and the university
entrance examination in 2004.
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