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Abstract

This research concerns the meaning and origin of the names of communities in Pang Ma
Pha district of Mae Hong Son province. The author uses anthropological methodology, focussing on
oral traditions related by community elders and other key informants. In addition, the author has
referenced related documents and publications.

The results of the study indicate that most communities are named after natural features and
local environmental elements. Some communities can have more than one name. These extra
names are often in the local ethnic language. Most communities have names in the Thai Yai language,
Pang Ma Pha district in Mae Hong Son borders the Shan State in Myanmar, where Thai Yai is the
predominant ethnic group. Thai Yai immigrants have lived in Pang Ma Pha for a long time and their
language, culture, economy and political influence has dominated the district.

Amongst the various ethnic groups, the study concludes that the Lahu are unique in naming
their community after their leader or headman.
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