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Abstract

This article describes a documentary research into graduate theses submitted as part of the
Master Degree program in Cultural Studies, with a major in Ethnomusicology at the Institute of
Language and Culture for Rural Development, Mahidol University during academic years 1989 -
2007. A total of 84 theses were studied. The objectives of the study were to explore the status of
knowledge and to comment on the methodologies used with a view to further developing the
Ethnomusicology Program.

The aims of the research were divided into two sections, first, to survey and critically
analyze the research methodologies and then to analyze the knowledge gained from the musical
cultural studies.

The study found that the most frequently used approach was an anthropological one. An
integrated research methodology was used very little while development of such a methodology was
found to be steady. The body of knowledge can be divided into six areas, ethnic music, folk music,
traditional Thai music, Thai pop music, contemporary Thai music, and music education. However,
both research methodology and musical knowledge were important factors in facilitating the
development of the other. Further researches should develop methodologies of the critical research
approach, strengthen research capacities and provide adequate research competencies to be

employed as tools to initiate musical knowledge that conforms to the needs of a rapidly changing
society.

Keywords: Ethnomusicology, Thesis
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