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Abstract
The objective of the review articles is to organize and present previous studies on the
Palaung, i.c., an ethnic group which represents a large majority of people living in and around
Namhsan and Tawngpeng in the northern part of Shan State and in and around Kengtung in the

southern part of Shan State, Myanmar. The first part presents studies on the classification of the

Palaungic branch of the Mon-Khmer subfamily in

the Austroasiatic language family, from the

beginning of Schmidt's work (1906) to that of Diffloth (1974) and Mitani (1978). The second part
presenis researches into the Palaung languages, from books by Milnes (1921, 1931) and articles by
Shorto (1960, 1963), Significant works on the reconstruction of Proto-Palaung and on the classifi-
cation of the Palaungic branch are those of Yazuyuki Mitani (1977, 1978, 1979). Hermann Janzen

(1976, 1978, 1991) analyses some features of the
Palaung language, ie., Pale. All of the studies

grammatical structure and phonology of the

on classification and analyses were conducted by

western scholars, especially British who were able to travel into Myanmar, The last section presents
articles about the Palaung in Thailand, who call themselves “dara-ang”, and begining from 1982-
1984 when a group of Palaung migrated into Thailand and established their first village at Noe-lae,
Fang District, Chiang mai Province. Most of the articles are about their movement from Myanmar,
ways of life, culture, religion and beliefs, problems as non-citizens of Thailand and changes to their

way of life in the new environment. However, there

are only a few studies on the language. Studies

on the language and the various ethnic names of the group are desperately needed.

Keywords: Palaung, Dara-ang, Austroasiatic
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