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Abstract

The objectives of this article are firstly, to describe the process of community-culture
movement focused on the development of indigenous knowledge of massage and business
opportunities that derive from it, with honor and dignity. Secondly, to demonstrate that the restored
process of commercialization is under neither the umbrella of royal tradition nor the paradigm of
modern medicine. Furthermore, it is not under the power enlargement of modemn medicine over
folk medicine, as the post modem critique would have it.

Indigenous massage knowledge has in fact integrated traditional and scientific know-ledge
1o create a kind of “best” knowledge for the benefit of human kind regardless of the power of
modern medicine. The concept used to combine knowledge created a win-win approach.

To support this argument, a Thai- Khmer village in Surin province was studied {rom
January-August, 2007. The community-culture movement approach to restore indigenous
massage knowledge was applied in this village to create jobs for the villagers.

Keywords: community-culture movement, indigenous knowledge revitalization, folk massage and
Thai-Khmer ethnic group
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