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Health Management of Khmer Migrants in Provinces
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Abstract
The article presents the situation concerning the health management of Khmer
migrants in Thai-Cambodian border areas. The situation is more complicated than in other
areas so the Thai government should pay more attention to this region. Health services,
patterns of service use, strategies, methods to cope with the problems of the hospitals

along the border areas and health management suggestions were studied. The research
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methodologies used were a review of concepts and related literature and in-depth
interviews. Interviews took place from January to December 2007 and were conducted
with the following: directors and social insurance officers of hospitals in Surin, Sakaeo,
Chanthaburi and Trat, Cambodian experts, officers of the Health Province Organization
responsible for migrants, Local Administrative Officers, NGO officers and Khmer patients,
both registered and non-registered as migrants using health services in those hospitals.
The article suggests that the Thai government should include the health security concepl as
a part of its good neighbor policy to maintain good relations with Cambodia as well as to
speed up migrant registration from neighboring countries.

Key words : health management, Khmer migrants, Thai—-Cambodian border
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