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Abstract

This article presents the political and historical contexts which created an
ideology for the ruling class in Thailand and led to a cultural contradiction
management process. These contexts also enabled knowledge-building and a change
to people’s perception of the Lao Phaen songs. The concept of Genealogy was
employed in analyzing data which was collected from various sources such as
historical documents and interviews with numerous scholars on several issues
related to history and Lao Phaen music both in Thailand and Lao PDR. According to
the study, it was found that social and political contexts aimed at creating a Thai
national identity and “Thainess,” both in an absolute monarchy and in a democracy,
are parts of the re-creating definition processes. In case of Lao Phaen song, changes
were made such that the original meaning of “Laoness” was changed to reference
others. Previously, this song was used as a part of the Lao discourse to oppose and
resist the rule of the Siam state during the early Rattanakosin period. Later, it
changed a meaning and became a tool for strengthening state ideology among the
Thai people. Thus, the result of creating and redefining new meaning of Lao Phaen

has altered people’s current perception of the Lao Phaen song.

Keywords: political history, Genealogy, Lao Phaen
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