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Abstract

Louang Phabang Lao tones have been hitherto referred to only in research studies
by Roff and Roff (1956) and Brown (1985). The purpose of this study was to investigate
Louang Phabang tones and compare them with Roff and Roff’s and Brown’s findings. The
tonal data collection was conducted in a community that is recognized as a representative
of the Louang Phabang people. Five-seven informants were chosen (5 for citation-form
elicitation; 7 for sentence elicitation) from Xiangman village, Jomphet district, Louang
Phabang province, to provide the necessary tonal data. This village was chosen because the
people there have a rather low rate of migration. Moreover, it is a district right next to the
center of Louang Phabang central district, where historical sites as well as tourist
attractions can be found. Xiangman village is located on the opposite bank of the Mekong
River from Louang Phabang central district. It was found that Louang Phabang Lao tonal
system consists of five tonemes: four are contour and the other one is a level tone. The
tonal characteristics revealed from data used in this study remain very similar to those
described by Brown (1965), except Tone 1. If we are to believe that Brown collected his
tonal data in a village close to Xiangman village, we can concludet that tones have changed

rather slowly in 50 years in terms of tonal characteristics.

Keywords: Lao, Lao language, Louang Phabang Lao tone, tonal system
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