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Abstract

This paper presents the ideology of developmental linguistics which aims at human
resource development. It integrates linguistics with other fields of study so that indigenous
or ethnic minority languages may be developed to be used to their full capacity for
individual, community, and social development. The focus is on the development of
endangered language communities wherein language endangerment results in the loss of
local knowledge and confusion related to language identity and value. This action
participatory research utilizes ‘“community-based research,” in which the language
community is the owner of the project and the community actively carries out the works by
themselves in cooperation with outside scholars. Academic support is given by linguists as
well as academics of other fields of study. The step-by-step methodology follows the
“Mahidol Model” for language development, language revitalization, and bi/multilingual
education, elements of which include the following: basic research, orthography
development, local literature development, teaching the ethnic language as a subject in
school or implementing a mother tongue-based bilingual/multilingual education program,
establishing a community learning center, studies of local knowledge, establishing
monitoring facilitating and evaluation processes, networking, and the drafting of national

language policy recommendations that support the preservation of local languages.

Keywords: endangered language revitalization, community-based research, Mahidol

Model
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