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Abstract

This paper is a case study of tonal variation and change in Tai Dam, by age-group
and region, namely, Nakhon Pathom, Suphanburi, Ratchaburi, and Phetchaburi provinces.
The data were collected from 3 generations in 8 communities. The total number of
informants was 24 persons. The theoretical framework of this tonal study is based on the
checklist for determining tones in Tai dialects (Gedney 1972). The study of tone
characteristics is based on auditory judgment and confirmed by an acoustic study. This
study of social and regional tone variation and change in Tai Dam shows an agreement of
tonal systems, i.e., all varieties have six tones in live syllables. From the five tone
categories of the parent language referred to as A, B, C, DL and DS, two series of tones
have developed in Tai Dam varieties in all locations. Splits that have developed are
ABCDI123-4. DL and DS have merged with each other and DLDS123 and DLDS 4
correspond to B123 and B4 respectively. Even though tone splits and coalescences are the
same across locations, phonetic values vary according to age-group and region. Despite the
phonetic variation of tones, the six representative phonetic features of tones were
determined based on the highest frequency of usage: A123 lower-mid falling rising; A4
lower-mid rising falling; B123 lower-mid falling rising high; B4 mid level; C123 lower-
mid falling glottalized; and C4 mid falling glottalized. The phonetic features of these tones
in some young generation speakers were different from the typical ones. The glottalized

feature of C4 tone is absent in some younger generation speakers.

Keywords:  tonal variation, tonal change, Tai Dam (Black Tai), Thai Song, Thai Song

Dam, Lao Song
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