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Adaptation of Vietnamese migrant workers in Thailand and Lao PDR
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Abstract

This study explore on how Vietnamese migrant workers in Ubon
Ratchathani, Thailand and Savannakhet, Lao PDR adjust themselves to the new
environment. Data gathered by in-depth interview of 50 Viethamese migrant
workers in each city. Results found that all informants have passports and legally
entered Lao and Thailand mostly as tourists. All of them migrated and got related
working information from their social networks of friends and relatives. A few
numbers of workers in Lao register as legal workers. All informants interviewed in
Ubon Ratchathani are illegal workers and need more help from their fellow
Vietnamese workers and Thai-Viethamese employers to adjust themselves in
Thailand than those in Lao.

An identity of “Vietnamese people’” is used for migrant workers in
Savannakhet to help adjusting themselves to Lao environment. An identity of
“Vietnamese’ is freely expressed in Savannakhet including speaking Vietnamese in
a public, dressing local Vietnamese outfits, food and living style of elder male
dominant role. On the contrary, in Ubon Ratchathani, an identity of Viethamese is
quickly change or hide away, Vietnamese is not normally speaking in public and
their outfit has changed to blend with Tha people to avoid police attention. Those
who livein Lao are not active in learning Lao language, but for the workers who live

in Thailand, they are fast learners and able to speak Thai in a short period of time.

Keywords. Vietnamese migrant workers, Lao PDR, Thailand
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