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Verbs in series in Thai: Serial verbs or others?
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Abstract

This research paper is an analysis of verbs in series in Thai. It is an attempt to
seek for a set of prototypical serial verb constructions and less prototypical
constructions and to find out grammatical categories in the later type. The analysis is
based on the linguistic framework of Functional-Typological Grammar and a
diachronic perspective concerning grammaticalization and overlapping categories.
Data are drawn from both previous studies and present usages. The results show that
the prototypical constructions carries only finite verbs as a complex predicate in 6
semantic characteristics and the less prototypical constructions carrie only one finite

verb and, at least, a non-finite verb in 6 syntactic characteristics.

Keywords: verbs in series, prototypical serial verb constructions, less prototypical

serial verb constructions, grammaticalization, overlapping categories
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