ti' \ t’4 tﬂ' N v =<
mstfasuuunmrhnauasnuaIN:
NAUAIADATNZAUAIIIDIE

The changing role of Kantrum music: From sacred to commercial
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Abstract

The objective of this article is to test ethnomusicologist A.P. Merriam’s conclusion
that: ‘ritual music has gradually changed or unchanged because those changes would affect
other elements of the ritual’. To that end, Kantrum music, played in Mamuad rituals of the
Thai Khmer ethnic group in Surin province, was studied. A qualitative method was used to
collect data from 3 famous ensembles which perform at Mamuad rituals. Kantrum
musicians playing in those ensembles, Mamuad mediums and villagers attending Mamuad
ritual were interviewed and observed. The study found that Merriam’s conclusion could not
explain Kantrum music in Mamuad rituals in Surin province because: (1) Kantrum is both
ritual and life music; (2) the success of Mamuad rituals does not depend on the static form
of music; (3) young Mamuad mediums prefer modern Kantrum to the traditional, older

Mamuad; and (4) commercial interests connected to Mamuad rituals.

Keywords: Kantrum, ritual music, role changing, Surin province, Thai Khmer ethnic

people
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