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Abstract

This article aims to locate ethnic groups residing in the western region of
Thailand. The research sites include seven provinces, namely, Kanchanaburi,
Phetchaburi, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon, Samut Songkhram, and
Suphan Buri. Library research, survey forms and field work are used in this study.
The result shows that there are nine ethnic groups in this region: the Tai-Kadai
language family — Thai Song, Thai Phuan, Thai Yuan, Lao Khrang, Lao Tay, and
Lao Viang; the Tibetan-Burman language family — Karen and the Austroasiatic
language family — Mon and Lawa. Ethno-linguistic maps of each ethnic group using
geographical information system technology in all of the seven provinces are
constructed.

Keywords: ethno-linguistic maps, ethnic groups, western region of Thailand
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