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Structures of Thai crime news headlines:

Reflection of gender ideology in society
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Abstract

This paper studies the structure of Thai crime news headlines according to critical
discourse analysis. The objectives of the study are 1) to compare the patterns of crime news
headlines according to agent and victim’s sex and 2) to reflect gender ideologies behind
Thai crime news headlines. The result shows that there are 13 patterns of crime news
headlines. Crime news headlines are mostly represented by “violence action” pattern. In
addition, the choice of patterns that show secondary information in the first clause of the
headlines varies according to agents and victims’ sex. In the case of men against women
violence news, the pattern “police process + violence action” comes as the second. While in
the case of women against men violence news, the pattern “reason + violence action”
comes as the second. The result shows that crime news headlines are a social resource
which reproduces gender ideologies such as some values of traits of men and women,

inequality power relation based on gender ideologies.

Keywords: crime news headlines, structure of news headlines, critical discourse analysis,

gender ideology
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