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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze and compare voice onset time (VOT) of stop consonants
in standard Thai with southern accent and standard Thai. 20 informants were asked to
repeat the word lists in the sentence frame 3 times. The word lists were composed of 6 stop
initial consonants (/b/, /d/, /p/, /t/, /ph/, /th/) with 3 extreme vowels (/i/, /a:/, /u:/). The test
tokens were analyzed by Praat program and statistically tested with a t-Test (p<0.05).The
results revealed that the VOT in standard Thaiwith southern accent were significantly
different from standard Thaiin every manner of articulation. The distinction was most
found in the case of voiceless aspirated (/ph/, /th/) voiced (/b/, /d/) and voiceless
unaspiratedstop consonants (/p/, /t/) respectively. In addition, the findings from this study
indicated that the VOT of Standard Thaiwere still categorized into 3 types as the previous
studiesbut the VOT of Standard Thai with southern accent, especially in male informants,
were categorized into 2 types only (voiced and voiceless) because they usually produced

voiceless aspirated and voiceless unaspirated stop consonants in the same way.

Keywords: VOT, voice onset time, stop consonant, standard Thai with southern accent,

standard Thai
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