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Cross-border education between Thailand and Cambodia:

Burden or opportunity
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Abstract

This paper reports the results of a study on the situation of cross-border education
of Cambodian students in the three eastern provinces near the Thai-Cambodia border —
Trat, Chanthaburi, and Sakaeo. The study focuses on aspects of background of cross-border
education, methods and routes of travelling to study in Thailand, their motivations of
studying in Thai schools and Thai people’s attitudes toward these Cambodian students. The
study found that cross-border education of Cambodian students to Thailand related to
historical background, including the emigration of Cambodian and the loss of Kho Kong,
and also the reason of following parents who come to work in Thailand. Some of the
Cambodian students live in Thailand while the others live in Cambodia and travelling to
Thailand through border crossings daily. Their motivations of studying in Thai schools are
the needs of studying the Thai language, the quality of Thai education, blood relation, and
convenience and safety of travelling. Mostly, Thai people who are close to these
Cambodian students have positive attitudes to them. In conclusion “cross-border
education” can be considered as a burden for Thailand but it offers Thailand many
opportunities, namely, to lessen social problems from Cambodian expats, to improve the
quality of education to an international level, to solve conflicts and foster good
relationships between the people of the two countries, to create networks for regional

development and to promote Thai language and culture.
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