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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to investigate and compare the acoustic
characteristics of Bangkok Thai tones produced by Pattani Malay children of 6-7
years old living in the provinces of Bangkok (MBKK) and Pattani (MPTN).
Moreover, it also identifies the characteristics of five Thai tones produced by
Bangkok Thai native speakers which were used as references. It was found that the
acoustic characteristics of the three groups of speakers were not significantly
different. It was also found that Tone 3 has the widest FO range and Tone 1 has the
narrowest FO range, the same phenomena in all three groups of speakers. Tone 5 has
the longest duration of FO in both the MBKK and TBKK groups, followed by Tone
4, Tone 1, Tone 2 and Tone 3, respectively. In the MPTN group, it was found that
Tone 5 also has the longest duration. However, the duration of Tone 1 is longer than

that of Tone 2 and Tone 4, respectively.

Keywords:  Bangkok Thai tones, fundamental frequency, FO range, FO duration
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