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Abstract

Local mass media is an important communication channel for receiving information
in the three southern border provinces of Thailand. Mostly, these are written forms of
communication with several different writing systems including Thai, Jawi Malay, Patani
Malay (Thai based script), Rumi Malay and others. This paper presents a study on the local
mass media in the three southern border provinces in order to suggest guidelines for
effective communication in the region. The purpose of this study is to 1) study and explore
the form and style of language used in the local media in the three southern border
provinces 2) test the reading and listening comprehension skills of people in the area in
different languages (Thai, Jawi Malay, Rumi Malay and Patani Malay (Thai based script))
and 3) analyze the test results.

The research concluded that the local mass media that appear in the three southern
border provinces include 6 types: 1) local newspapers (which are usually monthly) 2)
magazines, journals and newsletters 3) manuals and technical documents. 4) radio and
television. 5) local interpersonal media and 6) local specialized media (eg. cards, brochures,
flyers, posters and signs). The majority of these media forms are in Thai and Jawi Malay.
Furthermore, the characteristics of language form and usage in the media varies according
to the type of media. The results of the test of the reading and listening comprehension
skills in different languages reveal that the local people read and understand Thai the best,
followed by Jawi Malay and Rumi Malay respectively (at all levels — word, sentence and
story). Nevertheless, some observations are interesting. The comprehension levels were
lower in percentage terms than reading skills (in all languages) and the scores (for both
reading and listening) for informants who had done both general studies and religious

studies was better than for those who had learned general studies or religious studies only.

Keywords: language, communication, local mass media, three southern border provinces
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