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Abstract

The objectives of the Folk media for youth well-being project were to make use of
folk media for developing wisdom and enhancing youth well-being, developing the process
of potential enhancement of the use of folk media for youth well-being, creating awareness
of the value of folk media among youth, community and society, and developing the local
proposing policy. The operational process started with the establishment of activities in
order to create a clearer understanding of the process, and to enhance the capabilities, in 3
short phrases. The process also included follow up and consultation for projects under

consideration and a review of lessons learned.

Twenty projects being supported were mostly in the North. The projects’ concept
was folk media in the fields of performance and folk plays. A total of 1,377 youths
participated in the projects, most of whom were students. The community participated
widely with support from both individuals and outside organizations. There were 7 steps of
operation including selection of youths, youths learning stories from folk media and
community, teaching, practicing, presenting the results to the community, and evaluation.
The results provided youths with knowledge relating to folk media, as well as the
opportunity to learn the art of folk media through practice and skill development. The
youths develop a sense of pride and value in themselves and confidence in their culture.
The folk media master learned to impart their knowledge and be proud of their students
capabilities and came to recognize the value of folk media, themselves and the community.
The community also learned the value of folk media and were proud of the youths which
strengthened relationships within the community. In this regard, knowledge of “Folk Media
for Youth Well-being” was demonstrated in 7 aspects: 1) Attitude, determination and
personality of person(s) in charge of the operation, 2) Communication focusing on a better
understanding of folk media, 3) Special characteristics of folk media, 4) Background of
opportunities for the youths, 5) Methods and objectives of knowledge dissemination, 6)
The role of folk media in establishing well-being for youth, and 7) The stories and value of
folk media were conveyed to the society-at-large at both local and national level-the folk

media became widely accepted and better known by external parties.

The community should integrate folk media into the agenda of local administration.
These units which are responsible for culture should support academic work and cooperate
in its operation in order to revive folk media by integrating operations into the community.

This would maintain a feeling of ownership and the value of folk media.

Keywords: folk media, youth well-being, community participation
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