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A northern funeral: Ritualistic media & community strength
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Abstract

This article aims to demonstrate how a northern funeral can be considered
as ritualistic media. The author researched documents and conducted a field study,
observing a northern funeral in Ban Dong Village, Lampang Province, Thailand.

According to the documents analyzed, in the past, northern funerals
played avital role in socio-cultural dimensions. Various activities performed during
the rituals aimed to psychologically and economically support the deceased’ s family.
Women cooked and prepared materials needed for the ceremony while men did
carpentry work. Things such as a three-tail flag and a bag containing food and every
day life goods were used as a set of signs to demonstrate belief in the overlapping
worlds of life and death and to declare death as the truth.

According to the information gathered from the observation and
interviews with people at the funeral, it was found that every family helped the
deceased’s family by offering at least two liters of rice to help feed people at the
funeral. They also joined together to cook food and go into the forest to collect
firewood. Since 2004, the villagers have tried to revive some activities that had been
abandoned. Then, in 2005, they successfully gathered together to make coffinsand a
temporary castellated spirit house.

Thus, a northern funeral can be considered as ritualistic media as it brings
people together performed to help the deceased, as well as to strengthen community
power. Both the objects and activities during the funeral have an impact on the
villagers perception of themselves and their collective identity, as individuals and
community.

Keywords: northern Thai funeral rituas, ritualistic media, functions of ritualistic
media
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