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Abstract

This paper aims to study the textual resources mrfiam two Thai short
stories, by using the Systemic Functional Gramrpar@ach focusing on the system
of THEME. The paper begins with characteristicsaafhort story and its elements
and then the theoretical framework is introducefterthat, Theme choices, Theme
selection and Theme range in two Thai short statesdiscussed and profiled. The
linguistic findings derived from this study idemtifl unmarked topical Theme as the
most common Theme selection. Additionally, Themiec®n in these Thai short
stories correlates with soroéits elements: character, setting and pointsi@fvvin
order to set the scene, marked circumstantial Therwe selected, whereas
unmarked topical (ideational) Themes are seleddddicate point of view and the
main character of the short story.
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1. Introduction

Most of literary works that have been analyzed revpus researches were
written by well known authors; in contrast, theetdry work of new writers has
rarely been conducted. In addition, most of thevioes studies of Thai short stories
(e.g. Bunjanya 2002; Chaivisitkul 2006; Chorean £0Banchanaruenrost 1999;
Khotcharit 2006; Khongto 2003; Tedmuak 2004; Timgboon 1993) concentrated
on the semantic level, one of the stratificatiomeisions of Systemic Functional
Grammar, the theory that views a language as aosiengystem having various
strata. Figure 1 is a diagrammatic representatienway each level is related by
realization. Thus, this study investigates thedegrammatical level, the level which
allows the meaning potential of a language to edpiadefinitely, of Thai short
stories written by new authors. The overall resuwt only contributes to our
understanding the grammatical patterns in Thaits$tories using a new approach
but also provides a knowledge base for students wisb to study this field of
creative writing. As Eggins (2004: 70) indicatedsystemic analysis of genre such
as literary texts can help students to make expliby some texts are successful and
appropriate while others are not.

CONTENT LEVELS
Semantics
(systems of meanings)

\ realized in

Lexicogrammar
(systems of wording systems of signing)

\realized in

EXPRESSIVE LEVEL
Phonology
(systems of sound)

Figurel Level or strata of language (adapted from Buétl g2000: 7)
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The purpose of this study is to examine lexicogramiand to explore the
textual features and textual resources of certaiai $hort stories, in particular the
system of THEME. By focusing on grammatical realma of the elements in Thai
short stories, the paper begins with a review efalements and characteristics of
short stories. Then, relevant features of the #ie@ framework, systemic
functional grammar focusing on THEME system, wal introduced. After that, the
overall results of the study will be presented.alfin the relevance of the Theme
system within some elements of Thai short storidisbe discussed.

2. A short story and its elements

Charters (1987: 3) contends that the short storgoimmonly defined as a
brief fictional prose narrative, often involving @rconnected episode. The short
story is also a concentrated form, dependent $mltcess on feeling and suggestion.
When readers are responsive to both the storytamriter and understand the way
an author uses language to create a fictional wirteunity of the story has an even
impact.

According to Charters (1987: 1364-1376), a shatysts composed of six
elements. The elements pibt are basic to short story form. Plot is the seqeefc
events in a story and their relation to one anot@baracterrefers to the person or
people character which can be animals such as dms, or bugs that make
something happen or produced an effect but notyahjuest peopleAnother element
of short story is thesetting the place and time of the story. To set the scHre
author attempts to create in the reader’s imaginathe illusion of a solid word in
which the story takes placBoint of viewrefers to the way that the story is told.
Usually, first person narrator participates in gtery but third-person narrator does
not participate in the storyStyle andthemeare also important elements in short
story. Theme is a generalization about the meaafngtory. Style is the language
that the author uses in narration. It is made upaoifous elements, includirigne
the way the writer uses words to convey unstatéides toward the subject.

All of these elements are equally important fortwwg short stories, and all
of them are major tools for writers of short steri# is necessary to realize that in a
short story everything is happening at once. Ireotd understand the grammatical
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realization of some of these elements in Thai shtuties, this study will present
how those elements of the story correlate withtirdarequency of Theme selection
and Theme choices in The THEME system.

3. A brief introduction to the theoretical framework

Systemic Functional Grammar, in particular THEMEtsyn, is a framework
that was used in this study. Within the Systemiamdtional Grammar (SFG)
approach, there are three modes of meanings, @funetions, in the clause: the
first is theexperiential; the second is thimterpersonal; and the third is théextual
metafunction. All the three metafunctions are uasdhe basis for exploring how
meanings are created and understood. In orderalgzmnthe texts at the clause rank,
each metafunction has its own system of choicesuripacking the choices we can
explore in detail how the resources of languageehaeen used to construct the
meaningsThe THEME system is a system of the clause rankewal, and belongs
to the textual metafunction, or textual meaningatidition Theme is the resource
for setting up the local context in each clausdlittey and Matthiessen (2004: 58)
define Theme functions in the structure of the laayge as follows:

The Theme functions in the structure of thause as a message.
Theme is also the point of departure for the messhgs the element
the speaker selects for ‘grounding’ what he is gdim say

In many languages, including in Thai, the thematiganization is realized

according to position: Theme is realized by th&ahposition in the clause, and the
Rheme follows, (i.e. a clause is Theme plus Rhestrelcturing of the clause into
Theme”Rheme. Matthiessen (1995: 532) describeshteacteristics of Theme and
Rheme in terms of their position within the claaseshown in Table 1.
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Table 1The characteristics of Theme and Rheme withircthese

Theme Rheme

Point of departure of clause as Non-Theme - where the presentation
message; local context of clause as | moves after the point of departure; what is

piece of text. presented in the local context set up by
Theme.
initial position of the clause position followingifial position

As noted above, Theme provides the resources fachahg the clause to the
local context. To analyze and discuss textual nmggnin Thai short stories, the
characteristics of the Theme-Rheme structure aisadys applied.

4. Data selection

The data for this study has been drawn from twa $hart stories. The short
stories were written by two new authors and publislin Sakulthaj a weekly
magazine, in the year 2007: January to J8a&ulthaimagazine publishes weekly
short stories of new writers that are approveddgdommittees.

Twenty four short stories were subcategorized iRt@uarters: January-
March and April-June by the researcher. From eantgr, two stories were chosen
to represent the overall data. After that, the short stories were segmented into
clause complexes and clause simplexes. There &elaBse complexes arg&r6
clause simplexes as shown in the Table 2.

Table 2 Number of clause complexes and clause simplexgsgad short stories

Duration for | Short stories Clause Clause
texts selection complexes |simplexes
Jan.- Mar. (1xhon'chan’so:n® 129 410
‘Second class people’
Apr.-June (2kham'to:p*nuwra®kham’to:p? 104 466
‘Answer above answer’
Total 233 876
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5. Textual Resources in Thai Short Stories

This section presents the overall results drawrmfranalyzing textual
resources using the THEME system. Firstly, Thenwécels are presented. After that,
the Theme selection in terms of marked and unmarteidal Theme is discussed.
Last, the Theme range is presented and some iestamne exemplified.

5.1 Theme choices in Thai short stories

According to Eggins (2004: 320) the patterns of mbechoice are seen as
realizing textual meaning. Theme choices realizammgs about the organization of
the communicative event. That is, how the text katugether, and how the text
relates to its context. In these Thai short storibere are three types of Themes
found: textual Themes, interpersonal Themes aratimieal (topical) Themes.

5.1.1 Textual Theme

Halliday and Matthiessen (2004: 79) contend thattdxtual Theme can be
realized by a continuative, a conjunction (struaktuFheme) and a conjunctive
adjunct. In these Thai short stories, the textuatrie is realized by five possible
choices (1) structural conjunctions, (2) relatidengents, (3) clause binders, (4)
conjunctive adjuncts and (5) continuatives.

(1) Structural conjunctions

In the clause structure, structural conjunctionsh@ Theme were used for
linking two clauses in either coordinating relasoor to be dependent ones.
Structural conjunctions, for this research, wetbegia single conjunctive relation
(1.1) as shown in the example (1) — (3) or a coatim of two or more conjunctive
relations (1.2).
(1.1) A single conjunctive relation

(1) Elaboration relation

nan’khur:* [(g =mi‘riam®) |torm® pajt thant baj'sanikhartprecanttuakhon'tay’daw’
that is (g = Miriam) |must go do Immigrant identification card
textual topical

Theme Rheme

...that is (Miriam) had to apply for an immigrant iddication card.
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(2) Extending relation

lae® phi’lsaw |ko:*  |maf daf rak’sa’phdja'bart tae’jan’dajt
and sister conj. |NEG. ASP:Pfv. medical treatment not at all
textual | topical textual

Theme Rheme

...and her sister did not go to have medical treatmen

(3) Enhancing relation

muwa’ (o =khaw) pit®  pra’tu* leaw*
when (2 =he) Close door  ASP.: Pfv.
textual topical

Theme Rheme

...when (he) closed the door

(1.2) A combination of two or more conjunctive reléions

(i) Non-disjunction structure
Two or more conjunctions often occurred in the aekiTheme of these Thai

short stories, and these conjunctions are locat@dnion-disjunction structure. These
conjunctions, in addition, may have the same ofediht semantic relations as

shown in Table 3.
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Table 3 Non-disjunction structure of two or more conjuons

THEME

Non-disconfiguration of two conjunctions ) RHEME
Textual 1% conj. | Textual 2" conj. | Textual 3¢ conj. topical
Enhancing: Enhancing:

leew” ‘and then’ | tha® if’

Enhancing: Extending

hak®‘if’ tea” ‘but’

Enhancing: Extending

phiag® ‘only’ tae? ‘but’

Extending: Enhancing:

tee’ ‘but’ mwa’ ‘when’

Extending: Enhancing:

tee® ‘but’ leaw* ‘and then’

Extending: Enhancing:

tee” ‘but’ ko:* 'so, then’

Extending: Enhancing: Enhancing:

tee? ‘but’ leaw*‘and then’ | mwa® ‘when’

(i) Disjunction structure of two or more conjurantis

In the data, a disjunction structure of conjunciievas also found as shown

in Table 4. In this structure, one or more conjiomd occurring in the textual

Theme position precedes the topical Theme. Theabgdiheme is followed by one

of conjunction cuy® or ko:*. These disjunction structures are typical of Thai

narrative discourse as discussed in Patpong (2002b)
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Table 4Disjunction structure of conjunctions

Theme
Disjunction configuration
Text ot . _ . Rheme
[1%' and/or conj. + topical Theme + & conj.]
textual topical textual
1:[96.2] | Extending mi‘riam* ko:®
tee 2 ‘but’ Miriam con;.
2:[61.6] | Enhancing (o =kae") cuy
leew” ‘and then’ (@ = he) con;.
2:[68.6]| Extending + Enhancing pha:p®het’ka:n® ko:®
tee’leaw” ‘but’ + ‘and then’ | ‘scene’ con;.

(2) Relative elements

Three relative elements are found in the textuaridé of these Thai short
stories. In this study, the relative elememts:®, sup® and?an* are typically used in
the texts and all may be glossed as having moredha meaning (137 instances) in
different clauses. These relative elements serveo#is topical and textual Themes
in the clauses. The most widely used in the texthés relative elementhi:® as
illustrated in Table 5.

Table 5Number of relative elements in Thai short stories

Relative Meaning Total

elements that where who which

thi:® 45 22 35 20 122

sup® 6 - 4 -- 10

?an’ 5 -- -- -- 5
Total 137

(3) Clause binders

For this studywa:® was the only clause binder that is found in thetue
Theme of these Thai short stories. The clause bBndes used for linking the
following clause with the preceding clause in ausacomplex. As seen from these

106 Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 29 No. 1 (January - June 2010)



data, verbal and mental processes are usuallyfedoby the clause binderwa:®
as example (4) and (5).

(4) binderwa:® preceded by a verbal process

(2 =mad) cd bak?

(2 =mother) FUT. tell
war’® mot* lazk® chap?
that ant drag elephant
textual topical
Theme Rheme

Mother would tell you (that) the ant was able tagithe elephant.

(5) binderwa:® preceded by a mental process

khaw’ khit *
he think
war’® tua?em® | rom® khuapkhunicit’caf’ ton?en’ maj daf
that himself start control mind  himself NEG. ASP.: Pfv.
mak®khwn® rwafrwa®  tamtlam'dag
more and more respectively
textual | topical
Theme Rheme

He thought that his mental control was getting wors

(4) Conjunctive adjuncts

Conjunctive adjunct textual Themes provide cohedings back to the
previous discourse. In this study, only one conjwecadjunct is found as shown in
example (6).
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(6)

tee’leav® | naj'thaj’thir’sut® | khaw’ | ko:® taf’sircaj’ tam'...

but then | finally he con. decide based on...
conj. conj. adjunct

textual topical | textual

Theme Rheme

but then finally his decision was based on....

(5) Continuatives

The continuative textual Theme also indicates #dationship to previous
discourse. In these Thai short stories, there lig @me continuative Theme as shown
in example (7).

(7) Continuative

ni*rw® | thi® bo:k?

oh, that tell

wa® manut* thuk' khon' |dafrap’ kan'san’sart ma® jam’thawtiamtkan'
that human everyCLASS. |receive creation come equally
textual | topical

Theme Rheme

Oh! Is this where humans are said to be made equal?

5.1.2 Interpersonal Themes

In Systemic Functional grammar, in addition to textThemes, there are
also interpersonal Themes. According to Matthies¢¢895, p. 538), the
interpersonal Theme category includes finites, @Batg vocatives, and Wh-elements.
In these Thai short stories, comment adjuncts fganed.

Comment adjuncts provide resources for the spemkaissessments,
comments or attitude towards the message of thiselas shown in example (8).
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(8)

A 3

4 | 2

dirt  leew na® |man somkhuart taj' leew a
good ASP.: Pfv. Fp. |it appropriate died ASP.: Pfv. Fp.
interpersonal topical

Theme Rheme

Great! He deserves it.

5.1.3 Topical Themes

Topical Theme also known as ideational Themes acatéd in the first

elements in the clause. Represented meanings preserd by topical (ideational)

Themes. They function as the Transitivity structurehe clause structure. In these

data, topical Themes may be participants, circumegts or processes. Topical

Themes may be marked or unmarked, as discussedtinrs5.2.

(1) Participants

Participant Themes can be subjects or complemantisei clause structure.

For the subjects, participant Themes is realized hgminal group without rankshift

or a nominal group with rankshift as shown in tbkofving example (9) — (10).

(9) nominal group without rankshift

young man start

chaj' num? rom®  khit‘thop'thuart

ponder

unmarked topical

Theme

Rheme

The young man started pondering.

(10) nominal group with rankshift

chaijkaer® [[thi® khaw’ lmap’maim’]]

oldman that he glance

krapf
instead persuade he
jam’maj’na:*chwa®
unbelievably

chuat  khaw’ khuj*

talk

unmarked topical: rankshift
Theme

Rheme

Unbelievably, the old man, whom he glanced ateiito him.
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(2) Circumstances

Circumstantial topical Themes give information abplace, time, manner
and cause. In Thai short stories, circumstantiaiiés can be realized by a nominal
group or a prepositional phrase as shown in thenpla(11) and (12).

(11) nominal group

rur'dus’ fon® nam® naj’ khlop'cd miit si®  deep'
season rain water in canal FUT have color red
marked topical: circumstance
Theme Rheme
In rainy season, the water in the canal would tach

(12) prepositional phrase
naj’ tha’non® sert nan’ khaw’her? chaj kee* khor  numn?...
in  road CLASS. that he see man old CLASS. one ...
marked topical: circumstance
Theme Rheme
He saw an old man on the road....

(3) Process
There are 14 instances of the process topical Thémihe clause structures.

The most dominant process type is existential m®es shown in example (13)

(13)

mirt dek waj'?o:n’kee’tam?kart
exist/ have child in different ages

topical: process
Theme Rheme

There were children of different ages.

5.2 Theme selection: marked and unmarked topical Téme in Thai short stories
The selection of Theme in the clause can be a raokeinmarked topical
Theme. In the clause structure, Theme always imslu topical Theme, whereas,
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the textual and interpersonal Theme are optiongurE 2 shows Theme selection of
these Thai short stories.

7.76%

O Unmarked topical Theme
B Marked topical Theme

92.23%

Figure 2Theme selection of Thai short starie

5.2.1 Unmarked topical Theme

Unmarked Themes are the elements that functioheasubject of the clause
structure. In Thai short stories unmarked topida¢e can be either unmarkeain-
ellipsedtopical Theme or unmarkesdlipsedtopical Theme.

(1) Unmarked non-ellipsed topical Theme
The subject of the clause is explicitly presentethe unmarkedon-ellipsed
topical Theme as in example (14).

(14)

khaw?® maP jak® sagsor i:ktopalt law’
he NEG. want confuse any more ASP.:Pfy.

unmarked non-ellipsed topical
Theme Rheme

He did not want to stay confused.

(2) Unmarked ellipsed topical Theme

According to Patpong (2002a) Thai is a zero languddpat is to say, where
two or more clauses are linked with or without ajaoaction, the subject of the first
or second can be understood or ellipsed from pregeat succeeding discourse. For
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this reason, the ellipsed subject of the first @omd clause is interpreted as the
unmarkedcellipsedtopical Theme. The example (15) and (16) aretilied this case.

(15)
mua’ (o =khaw®) pitt  pratu’t leew?
when (2 =he) close door  ASP.: Pfv.
khaw® ko:® harrmo:n’ serfthan®  su?
he con;j. look at road to
than'sam’phrag®  narf
crossroads that
textual topical textual
Theme Rheme
as he turned off the door, he turned to look aséhtrossroads.

(16)
khaw® phut’izen*  najthartthi:*
he argue suddenly
(o =khaw?) phlap’ harfpajmomy® jan'  phwar? ...
(2 =he) while look at to friend...
unmarked topical
Theme Rheme

Suddenly he argued (against the idea) while gadirs friends...

5.2.2 Marked topical Theme

The marked topical Themes, which are less frequesatlected, do not serve
as the subjects of the clause. But they play thectstral role of transitivity clause
structure as circumstantial elements: place, timanner and cause. Of 876 clause
simplexes from both stories, 68 instances of ckusegin with marked topical
Theme. In this study, marked circumstantial Theofespatial location and temporal
location are found 67 times, whereas only one nthfBkject Theme (complement)
is found. (see Figure 3.)
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Location: Location:  Object: marked ‘EI Circumstantial Them}e
temporal spatial Theme

Figure 3Marked topical Theme of Thai short stories

5.3 Theme range in Thai short stories

For textual resources in these Thai short stofiet®eme might be either a
multiple Theme or single Theme. Single Themes aadawp from only one topical
Theme, whereas multiple Themes are composed obtwnore thematic elements.
The Theme range in these Thai short stories caexteal, interpersonal, or topical
(ideational), and they may be optionally followeg ¢onjunctions such asup® or
ko:3, as shown in example (17) and (18).

(17) single Theme

mi‘riam* cho:p®  si’fa* kagf  si®lwan®
Miriam like blue and yellow
unmarked topical

Theme Rheme

Miriam liked blue and yellow.
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(18) multiple Theme

khon'raw! nir*  |kor pleak?

human this | con]. strange
tomn'thi:® ?aj*man’ man® jap' maf tajl...
when Mr. Man he yet  NEG. died ...
textual topical textual
Theme Rheme
It is quite strange. When Mr. Man was alive...

The results of this study, as mentioned in the iptesvsection, show that the
textual resources in these Thai short stories sb$iTheme selection and Theme
range as summarized in Figure 4.

single —* topical

THEME

RANGE textual+topicalstextual

multiple interpersonal+topicalztextual

textual+interpersonal+topicalstextual

non-ellipsed topical Theme
unmarked —o[
ellipsed topical Theme

Object (complement) Theme

THEME
SELECTION

marked temporal
K circumstantial
Theme

Figure 4 Textual resources in Thai short stories

spatial

This system network figure summarizes textual ressrifound in these Thai short
stories. These textual resources occur simultamgoliseme selection can be either
unmarked Theme or marked Theme. As for Theme rahgan be either a single or
multiple Themes. The development of Thai shortistoand the composition of the
story elements are reflected in the profile of Tharhoices and Theme selection.
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6. Discussion

As mentioned in section 2, all short stories havauanber of common
elements which are used as writers’ tools. The rapplrent ones, for discussion
here, are setting, point of view, and character.

Setting refers to the scenery or environment inciithe characters in the
story live and move. Weather, sunny or cloudy, tohelay, rivers, hills and trees,
animals, sounds and smells, all of these mightrgo the setting of the story
(Charters, 1987). In this present study, Themectele often explicitly correlates
with the setting. From both stories, the marked anmarked topical Themes are
selected to set the scene in the study. In thesa $hort stories, marked
circumstantial Theme is used in the constructiothefsetting. For the setting of the
story, different circumstantial Themes are selectethporal and spatial locations.
For example fay’troy‘kha:m*kan*kap? ba:n*khom®mi‘riam® ‘in the opposite of
Miriam’s ~ house’  that’ca:k’khiom‘khaw’paj* ‘next to the canal
andta:j*fa:*phw:n®diaw kan* ‘under the same skyall of these are spatial location
marked Themes that indicate where the story takasepMarked circumstantial
temporal Theme, on the other hand, is selecteddicate the sequence of the events
in the story, for instanceaj chuay’ru*du:'rom® in summer’, khray*tha:j*sut®
‘the last time’ and lay’ca:k*kun‘kat’he: ‘after the night (that) the incident
occurred’. To set the scene, unmarked topical Tlseane also selected. That is to
say, the subject of clause that is not a charastased for setting the place of the
story. These are realized by a nominal group wgtitial semantic domain in nature.
So,prazthet3thajlrawl ‘our Thailand’, bo:*ri*sar® ‘company’, andhua’khwan®
Jja:m'jen' ‘head of the dam in the evening’ are examples miarked topical
Themes that are selected for scene setting.

Point of view is the way story is told. The diffat&kinds of point of view are
easy to remember and identify. In order to tell $hery, the author has to decide
whether to employ a first-person narrator by usheypronoun ‘I’ or a third-person
narrator by using pronoun ‘he’, ‘she’ or ‘they’ (&tters, 1987). From both stories,
point of view is related to topical (ideational)&he — Theme choices. Although the
authors of the two short stories portray themsebs&shird-person narrators, there
are different realizations of participants in thasats. That is, in Text 1, the
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participant is realized by the name of the mainrati@r both ellipsed and non-
ellipsed, for instanceni‘riam® ‘Miriam’ or * @ - Miriamy. Meanwhile, in Text2,
point of view is explicitly a third-person narrattine participant is realized by third-
person pronouiaw® ‘he’ and mostly found in unmarked topical Theme position
However, first person pronoubia:® ‘I’ and second person pronounuy® ‘you’
might be found when a conversation between pastitipis taking place.

Short stories are usually concerned with major lerob that the characters
must face and might involve interaction with otlmaracters or with an idea or
general circumstances that force the action (Cigri987). From Textl, there is
only one charactermi*riam* ‘Miriam’ in the story. That is whyni*riam* ‘Miriam’
usually occurs in topical unmarked Theme and i&qaicup as a Theme again and
again. Conversely, in Text2, four characters amendoin the unmarked topical
Theme position. It seems that the main charactbistaries are mostly found in
topical Theme position and later in the text depelent it is picked up as a Theme
again and again. In addition it can be either utwedrellipsed or non-ellipsed
topical Theme.

As discussed above, there are some significantledions between Theme
choices and Theme selection within Thai short etormherefore we can summarize
that textual resources of clause structure araulsefources for constructing a story.
Moreover the system of THEME is also the powerfobltfor analyzing and

interpreting the literary texts.

7. Conclusion

This paper is an exploratory study of textual reses in two Thai short
stories. Based on Systemic Functional Grammar THHEME system and textual
resources in Thai short stories are explored aadagmted. The system of Theme in
terms of Theme choices, Theme selection and Thamgerare also discussed. This
paper has discussed the relevance of the Themensysgithin short story elements.
From the linguistic findings derived from this syudinmarked topical Theme is the
most common of Theme selection. In addition, Theelection in Thai short stories
correlates within some of its elements. In order st the scene, marked
circumstantial Theme was selected, whereas unmaudqsdal (ideational) Theme
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was selected to indicate the point of view of tturys This study tries to provide an
analysis Thai literary text by using systemic fumcal approach. However, it is
focused on only one metafunction, therefore, atyaigof this text type using other
metafunctions is required in further studies.
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