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Abstract

This paper aims to make a comparison of address terms in the Lao, Kmhmu'’
and Patani Malay languagesby using componential analysis to discover the
components of address words. It then interprets the meaning of address words
through anthropological concepts to analyze family and socia relationships and
identifies the similarities and differences between the three languages. Findly, it
aims, to apply feminist theory to investigate address word meanings based on gender
construction which reflects gender status in Lao, Kmhmu' and Muslim societies.

The componentia analysis found that address words reflect the approach and
social roles of family members, and relationships among members at the family and
societal levels. Essantialy, the three languages are based on 5 main components: 1)
gender 2) hierarchy 3) generation 4) hiological relationship and 5)
matrilineal/patrilineal. Moreover, some words are in-between, a overlap or fall
outside these categories. Some words belong to gender and status of ego.

There is a strong feminist debate on the kinship system through the function
of the family which relates to the sphere. Gender roles are not of one type or static
because conditions of society, economy and politics always change; but the changes
should not be based on a gender bias. In addition, feminists agree that the family
has diverse definitions.

Key Words: address terms; Lao; Kmhmu; Patani Malay, feminism
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