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Abstract

This paper reports results of a study on the role of both government and local
organizations, in Trat province which shares the border with Cambodia’s Koh Kong, with
regard to relationship-building between Thailand and Cambodia. The study focuses on 3
aspects: factors, problems and solutions involving relationship-building. The study found
that the policies of Trat provincial government, government and local leadership, kinship
relations among people in the border areas, third party partner support and transportation,
are five factors that impact on relationship-building between Thailand and Cambodia. A
lack of language and cultural understanding and no clear authority for local organizations
regarding the Thai-Cambodia relationship are the two main problems found in relationship-
building. In order to overcome these problems, the study suggests that a “Border
Committee of Local People” should be set up and both government and local leaders
should be equipped with a better understanding of Cambodia in terms of language and

culture.

Keywords: role, local government, relationships, leadership
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