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Abstract

This article presents the results of the research about the local mass media
operators’ motivations for working in this field and the factors influencing their operations,
including the impact of their works on local receivers, and the guidelines for improving
local mass media. The main motivation reported for working in this field was the
opportunity to help community and society, independence, the pride they earned for
themselves and their families, and accessibility to people. Influential factors on the
operation of local mass media were, from most to least, the accuracy and facts of the
information, useful information to people in the community and personal privacy, and the
needs of people in the community in that order. Regarding the impact of local mass media
operation, it was found that most of them helped establish better understandings between
state officers and citizens but had less impact on local people’s ideas than national media
which presented broader issues. However, the local mass media impacted on society
through its capacity to build and broaden the sense of dedication towards the hometown,
the provision of information and news to local people, and its ability to help establish a
stronger community.

It can be concluded that the local mass media in Nakhon Pathom has worked
efficiently and presented correct, straight and updated information. They would operate
more effectively if participants were empowered by means of better developed working
skills, participatory-based communication, the presentation of content according to the
local language and culture, and through the creation of local mass media networks in order

to empower themselves and push their community forward.

Keywords: local media, motivation, factors, cultures
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