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Abstract

In this paper, the selected phonological changes shared by several Palaung
dialects are discussed. The tentative subgrouping, based on innovations among the
dialects, suggests that we recognize the primary split between Ta-ang and the
Rumai-Darang groups. The Rumai-Darang group is further split into Rumai and the
Darang groups, which include such dialects as Na-ang, Darang, Da-ang, and Dara-
ang. This subgroup scheme implies that the center of early Palaung settlement is
likely to be in the northern-Shan State, west of Salween as well as the adjacent areas
of Yunnan. The Palaung settlements scattered further south in the southern-Shan
State may have resulted from relatively more recent migrations, especially in case of

the Darang group of dialects.
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1. Introduction

Palaung varieties have been noted and described since the 19™ century
(for early sources, see, for example, Bigandet, 1858; Scott & Hardiman, 1900; and
Davies, 1909). However, comprehensive materials did not become available until
Milne’s (1931)'s work on a Ta-ang dialect at Nam-Hsan, Shan State, Myanmar. In
general, we may recognize at least three main Palaung dialects: Ta-ang (Milne,
1931; Shorto, 1960), Rumai (Milne, 1931; Davies, 1909; Diffloth, 1991), and
Darang (Scott & Hardiman, 1900).

In China, the Palaung or De-ang language is divided into three dialects:
Na-ang, Pu-le, and Ro-mai (Yan & Zhou, 1995). The first is similar to Darang, the

second to Ta-ang, and the last to Rumai dialects.

In this paper, we trace the phonological development in various Palaung
dialects and select ten rules of change that may imply shared innovation among the
dialect groups. In the following section, five dialects with comprehensive materials

available will be cited as representative. These are:

Ta:  Ta-ang dialect called Pu-le spoken in Yunnan (Yan & Zhou, 1995)

Rm: Ru-mai dialect called Ro-mai spoken in Yunnan (Yan & Zhou, 1995)

Na:  Na-ang dialect spoken in Yunnan (Yan & Zhou, 1995)

Da:  Da-ang or Pale dialect of Kalaw, southern Shan State, Myanmar (Janzen,
1991)

Dr:  Dara-ang dialect of No-Lae, Chiang Mai, Thailand (Rattanapitak, Buakaw,

this volume)

Other sources will also be cited when relevant; these include the Ka-ang, Rumai and
Ra-ang dialects (Diffloth, 1991) and Luce's Ra-ang dialect (Luce, 1965).
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2. Discussions of selected phonological changes

Ten phonological criteria will be discussed in this section. Six concern the
rime development, one each on final and medial consonants, and two on initial
consonants. The PP reconstructed forms are mine. The inventories of consonants and

vowels are basically the same as proposed by Mitani (1977).

1. *on > *ey

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
swallow, v.  *mony may mer) mear) mey mear
stair *ndon ndan nten ntearn nten ?in tean
beard *rmor man mer) mearn — -
back *kron kran kjen —- - -
hornet *P01 ?an en 2ean — —

This first change applies to all dialects except Ta-ang. Rm /e/~/¢/ in this
context are variants of the same phoneme. Diffloth (1991) records /e/ for all his
corresponding Rumai forms. The reflex is typically glided in Na-ang and Da-ang; so
is it in Ra-ang (Ra), namely, Ra /grean/ 'back’. For the dialects that belong to the Ta-
ang group, see Ka-ang /dooy/ 'stair', /kroon/'back’, /?oo1/ 'hornet'; none shows the
fronting of PP *op.

This fronting of *or > *en may be temporarily taken as part of the
primary split criteria between the Ta-ang dialect group and what we may call the
Rumai-Darang group, which includes the remaining Palaung dialects such as Rumai,
Darang, Da-ang, Na-ang and Dara-ang.

Note that this newly developed Rumai-Darang *en did not merge with the
original PP *en. The latter is known to have already diphthongized into *ian.

*en > ian

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
drink *ten diag (com) diag diag diag
excrement  *?eq ?iarg 213y ?ian ?iang ?iang
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2. *un > in/¥y

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
horn *nuy nuy nuir) nyn nip nwy
drum *Kkrup krug - gryn grin gruk
field *kun kup kuup - - -

This de-labialization of *un > iy (or ¥n, depending on dialects) also
applies only to the Rumai-Darang dialects, and may be added as another innovation
that defines the Rumai-Darang group. Ra-ang has ¥y (e.g. /gryy/ 'drum') and thus

appears to adopt the same change.

3. *apy
p
*er)

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
foot *1o1) dz¥y dzan teein cen cen
yarn *sap s¥Y san sein sen sen
road *rnderp  ntey ndan ntein nten ?in ten
sky *plen pley plan bleip blen blen

The Rumai-Darang dialects have merged PP *on with *en, as can be seen
above. Rumai must have first palatalized -j to -n after *e, then -en > -an > an. The
reflex of the representative Ta-ang dialect is somewhat lower, i.e. -&-, but the Nam
Hsan dialects recorded by Milne (1931) and Shorto (1960, 1963) show -e- (e.g.
/raden/ 'road', /pley/ 'sky'). The important point is that the Ta-ang group of dialects
clearly distinguishes the two rimes while the Rumai-Darang group has merged them.

The Ra-ang forms provided by Diffloth (1991) also distinguish these two
rimes (cf. Ra /cxyy/ 'foot', /s¥n/ 'yarn', but /?anter/ 'road', /6ley/ 'sky'). Thus, if this
merger of *on and *epinto *epis a valid shared innovation that implies
subgrouping, Ra-ang must have split off before the Rumai-Darang clade. In fact,
since Ra-ang has adopted the preceding change of *un > ¥, it has merged instead
PP rimes *urp and *an (cf. /gryy/ 'drum' < *ug versus /cyn/ 'foot' < *an).

Luce's Ra-ang, however, seems to show the merger similar to Rumai and

must be a distinct dialect from Diffloth's Ra-ang.
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4. *om,

water
below

pus

*um (> #m /ym)

*0m

Ta

fom

*k(h)rum Kkhrum

*kdum

dum

Rm
fem
khjem

dem

Na
ym
khrym

tym

Dr
Tim
khrim

Da
fum

khrum

PP *om and *um have merged, again, in the Rumai-Darang dialects. The

vowel was de-labialized into im/ym in most dialects, parallel to the change PP

*un > in/¥y. Rumai has further lowered and fronted the vowel to -g-. The Darang

dialect of Kengtung, however, still retains the rounded vowel -u- (cf. /um/ 'water',
/i-krum/ 'below").

5. *o

o

o]

fox

toad

corner, room
full

cough

o/ k

*brok
*rok
*kdok
*nok

*kPok

Ta
bro?
do?
no?
ka ?o?

Rm
bjok
yok
nok
ka ?ok

Na
prau?
rau?
tau?
nau?
ka ?au?

Dr
prou?
rou?
tou?
nou?
ka ?ou?

Da
prou
rou
tou
nou

ka ?ou

The merger of *o and *5 has also occurred before *-h in Na-ang, Da-ang,

and Dara-ang (we will hereafter refer to these dialects as the Darang dialect group).

Rumai has kept the distinction in this case.

beard
flower
language

taro

*moh
*poh
*kroh
*doh

Ta
moh
poh
krah
dah

Rm
poh
kjah
dah

mauh
bauh
grauh
tauh
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mouh
bouh
grouh
touh

mux(?)
boux
groux

toux
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6. *0>ua/_C [alveolar]

four
melon
knife

granary
barking deer

*phon

*klon
*bot
*krol

*pos

Ta
phon
klon
bot

poih

phon
klon
(bo)
kjo

Na
phuan
gluan
puat
grua
buah

Dr
phuan
kluan
pua?

buah

Da
phuan
gluan
pua

buax

This change is unique to the Darang dialect group. We may also note that

this *o > ua change must have preceded the change of final *-s > h. Compare the

word 'barking deer' /*pos/ with flower /*poh/, we can see that the vowel breaking *o

> ua only applies to the former root, which used to have an alveolar-final rime *-os.

barking deer

flower

7.*r>-n

wind
seven
moon
cucumber
lead by hand
mix, stir
crawl
vomit
wild cat
fire

field

seed

*sar
*pal
*mar

*mal

poih
poh

Ta
khur
pur
kiar
kiar
dar
var
myr
hyr
sar
pal
mar

mar

poh

Rm
khu
pu
kiw
kiw
daw

vaw

buah
bauh

khun
byu
gian
gia
tan
VA

myan
ha

o

san
0o
man

ma

buah
bouh

khun
m bu
gian
gia
t3n
ka vo

moan

buax

boux

This change is also a shared innovation among the Darang dialects. From

the preceding examples, we can see that Ta-ang and Rumai dialects have merged PP

finals *-r and *-1. Ta-ang has /-r/ for both while Rumai has /-w/, which becomes lost

68
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after certain vowels. Without evidence from the Darang dialect group, all the listed
words would have been reconstructed with final *-r. Such pairs as 'moon' /*ker/ and
'cucumber' /*kel/ or 'field' /*mar/ and 'seed' /*mal/ would be indistinguishable.

The Darang dialects in fact do not preserve any liquid endings in their present
system. However, the change *-r > -n in these dialects has created distinct

correspondence sets that make the reconstruction of *-r and *-1 possible.

8. * - >-j-

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
old, ancient *prim  prim pjim brim -—- ---
sour *bran  brapy bjag prag prag prap
crab *kres kriaith  kjwh griah gliah griax
below *khrum khrum khjgm  khrym khrim  khram
knee *gron - gjon krony kron kron

This is the change so far found only in the Rumai dialects and may be

used as a diagnostic test for the unity of the Rumai group.

9. C (alveolar) > C (alveo-palatal)/ ia < *-¢-
Another development that seems to be an innovation within Rumai is the
palatalization of alveolar initials before -ia- < *-g-. The velar nasal seems to be also

palatalized in this same environment, but not k- (cf. 'moon' kiwr < * ker).

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
flea *ter tiar tfw dian -—- -
small *det diat dzi? tet te? teat
ginger *ser) sian fon sian siang siag
green *per --- niw pian pian pian
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10. PP *p', t-, c-, k- > *b-, d'> 3 &
PP *b_’ d_7 j’ g_ > *p_’ t_a (G k'

Ta Rm Na Dr Da
seven *pul pur pu byu m bu ?im bu
nine *tim tim tim dim n dim ?in dim
deer *cak tea? tfa? dza? jar ZA?
moon *ker kiar kiw gian gian gian
bamboo shoot  *biy by by poy poy poay
taro *doh dah dah tauh touh toux
foot *1o1) dz¥y dzan teein cen cen
old, aged *gat gat gar kat kat kat

These changes of stop initial consonants, which occur in a Darang dialect,
apparently caught anyone's eye and have been noted very early in the history of
Palaung studies (cf. Shafer 1952). It appears that they apply to all dialects of the

Darang group. The relative chronology of the changes must have been as follows:

1. PP voiceless stops > implosives PP *p-, t-, c-, k- > *6-, d-, {-, d-
2. PP voiced stops > voiceless stops PP *b-, d-, -, g- > p-, t-, c-, k-
3. Implosives (from 1) > voiced stops *6-, d-, {-, d->b-, d-, }-, g-

Diffloth (1991) has also suggested this line of development and noted that
some dialects are in the midst of the changes. The situation may be demonstrated as
follows (Diffloth did not mention the palatal stops (*c- and *3-), but examples he

provided for Ka-ang and Ra-ang reveal the pattern as shown here for *3-):

PP *p-, t-, c-, k- *b-, d-, 3-, g-
Ta-ang, Rumai p-, t-, c-, k- b-, d-, -, g-
Ka-ang 6-, d-, (c-?), k- b-, d-, }-, g-
Ra-ang (Diffloth's) 6-, d-, (?), g- p-, t-, c-, k-
Darang dialects b-, d-, -, g- p-, t-, c-, k-

Luce's Ra-ang shows a pattern similar to Ka-ang, but the implosivization of
*p-, *t- > *b-, *d- applied conditionally in this dialect. Typically they are not

implosivized when occurring in clusters such as *pl-, *pr-, *kl-, *kr-. As a single
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initial, they seem to have developed into implosives only when the rimes end with a
vowel or -h (< *-h/*-s). This does not include the vowel-ending rime that have
resulted from the loss of early liquid finals *-r and *-1.

In the Darang dialect recorded in Scott and Hardiman (1900), there are
variants of initials d-, 1-, and n- for PP *t- in some words. These variants may
suggest that Darang (*t>) d- used to be implosive d-. Such variations of d-~I-~n- are
known to have occurred in Shan dialects in the words whose initial would go back to
Proto-Tai preglottalized stop *?d-.

The situation is thus more complicated than what it first looks like. Though
the Darang group of dialects mostly show the complete changes of initial voicing
property, what we may note from Darang of Kengtung seems to suggest the early
system that included implosive stops similar to that of Diffloth's Ra-ang. The Ka-
ang dialect, which is otherwise more closely related to Ta-ang, also adopted the
implosivization - the change that does not occur in the Ta-ang proper. Luce's Ra-
ang, on the other hand, adopted similar change to Ka-ang (with its own conditioned
details), and is different from Diffloth's Ra-ang.

The dividing line is not always clear. The changes, especially the
implosivization of early voiceless stops, seem to constitute a continuum of ongoing
processes which could have occurred independently in each dialect and may be
better taken as an areal or a parallel development. Such initial shift, therefore, may
not be an ideal criterion for subgrouping purposes, though coupled with other

criteria it may be still useful to a certain extent.

3. A tentative subgrouping of Palaung dialects
The changes discussed in the preceding section may be summarized with

respect to the dialect groups and their phonological innovations as shown in Table 1.
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Table 1. Phonological innovations and Palaung dialect groups

Phonological changes

Dialect groups

1. *on > *ep

Rumai-Darang innovation

2. *up > in/¥n

Rumai-Darang innovation

3. *apy Rumai-Darang innovation
>
*er)
4. *om, Rumai-Darang innovation
> *um (> im /¥m)
*um
5. *o Rumai-Darang innovation
> o/ k
)
6. *0>ua/_C [alveolar] Darang group innovation
7.%r>-n Darang group innovation
8. *-r- > - Rumai innovation
9. C (alveolar) > C (alveo-palatal)/ ia < *-g- Rumai innovation

10 PP *p_’ t_a c-, k' > *b_: d‘& j_a g_
PP *b_’ d_7 j_’ g- > *p_s t_’ C, k'

Darang group innovation?

The Rumai and Darang dialects thus appear to share a number of rime
innovations (Changes 1-5) that we may first separate them from the Ta-ang group of
dialects. This is the first time that Rumai is shown to be closer to the Darang group

of dialects. In previous studies on Palaung, the Ta-ang, Rumai, and Darang groups

are usually put on the same par.

The unity of the Darang dialects (Na-ang, Da-ang, Darang, Dara-ang) is
confirmed by several shared developments in vowels, final and initial consonants

(Rules 6, 7, and perhaps 10). And all the known Rumai dialects seem to adopt

Changes 8 and 9. The scheme reached by these rules is shown in Figure 1.
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*ug > in/¥vy
*apg >en

Rumai-Darang
Ta-ang

*on > uan
*r >-n

*ro > -
Rumai Darang

Na-ang  Darang Da-ang Dara-ang
Figure 1. A tentative classification of Palaung dialect

The position of Diffloth's Ra-ang remains uncertain due to the lack of
relevant data. Only limited forms with velar nasal ending are available, thus only
certain rules are applicable. Nevertheless, we may make the following comments.
Ra-ang has adopted Changes 1 and 2 but not Change 3. This suggests that Ra-ang
may have been among the common group distinguished from Ta-ang by the first two
rules (we may assign to this a Ra-ang-Rumai node), but does not belong to the

Rumai-Darang group because of its failure to adopt the third change. If this

assumption is true, Ra-ang may be added to the scheme as shown in Figure 2.

*on > e
*up > /vy
Ra-ang-Rumai

Ta-ang *on > e

Rumai-Darang

*on > uan
*r>-n

Rumai Daran g

Na-ang Darang Da-ang Dara-ang

Figure 2. A tentative classification of Palaung dialect, with Ra-ang added (1)
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On the other hand, if we take the changes of stop initials (Rule 10) as
more crucial, Ra-ang may then have to be put closer to the Darang group (Figure 3).
In this case, we will have to assume that the merger of *orf and *epy into *er
(Change 3) shared between Rumai and the Darang group is an areal or a parallel

development.

*op > en
*up > in
Rumai-Darang

Ta-ang *b,d, 3,9 > p,t, ¢, k

Ra-ang-Darang

*on > uan
*or >-n

Ra-ang Darang

Na-ang Darang Da-ang Dara-ang

Figure 3. A tentative classification of Palaung dialect, with Ra-ang added (2)

The geographical distribution of the dialect groups we propose seems to
suggest that the center of the greatest diversity be in the northern Shan State areas,
west of the Salween River. The Rumai group appears to cluster around Nam-Kham,
extending north into Yunnan, with Ta-ang being found nearby but mainly further
downstream. Despite their linguistic closeness, the Darang dialects are
geographically most diverse, with Na-ang in the north in Yunnan, Darang in
Kengtung, Da-ang in Kalaw of Shan States, Myanmar, and Dara-ang in Chiangmai,
northern Thailand. It is possible that the original center of the common Darang
group might be in the areas of current Na-ang settlement, with later migrations
mainly following the Salween River southward. The Dara-ang of Thailand now

marks the southernmost Palaung settlement.
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Map 1. Geographical distribution of Palaung dialects
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