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Ding : A musical instrument of the Dara-ang (Palaung)
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Abstract

This paper is a preliminary ethno-musicological study of the musical instrument
called ding of the Dara-ang (Palaung) people. The data was collected at No Lae Village,
Fang District, Chiang Mai Province, Thailand. The ding is a harp-like musical instrument
with three strings. The study observes that the instrument comprises four physical parts,
namely 1) body including a head, neck, and sound box; 2) bridge; 3) plectrum; and 4)
strings. The sound set-up of the ding depends on the type of musical composition to be
played. In general, Dara-ang musical composition can be categorised into two types. The
first has a clear-cut structure, usually with lyrics. Its structure is composed of an opening, a
main melody and a closing section. Most important of all, the main melody also suggests
the title of the song. The second type is more flexible and does not contain any words.
Despite a non-structured melody, there is always a frequent use of refrains which refer to

the song’s title.

Keywords: Dara-ang, ding, ethno-musicology, musical instrument, Palaung
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