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Abstract

Tourism is an important source of income for the country. However, it can lead to negative impacts in society
due to the wrong perception about tourism, especially among the new generation. This research aimed to study
psychosocial factors related to misconceptions about tourism among 653 undergraduate students. The findings
revealed some important predictors of misconceptions about tourism, that were, future-oriented and self-control.
social norms, empathy, and experiences related to tourists. The students who reported high amount of these
characteristics were the ones who showed less amount of misconceptions about tourism. The predictive
percentage in the total group was 44.23%. The findings also indicated the at-risk students and protective factors
that may alleviate misconceptions about tourism. Implications from this study could enhance potentiality and
readiness for these students to enter a career in tourism which will lead the country's economic development
along with social and environmental sustainability.
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