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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the meaning construction and the meaning process of exocentric noun-noun
compounds in Thai based on Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Conceptual Metonymy Theory. The data
were collected from 1,919 noun-noun compounds appearing in Royal Institute Dictionary and Klangkam
(revised edition). The research has found that there are 406 noun-noun compounds which are exocentric
compound. There are 4 types of the meaning construction of exocentric noun-noun compounds in Thai
including 1) exocentric compound with metaphorical head and metaphorical modifier 2) exocentric compound
with metaphorical head and metonymical modifier 3) exocentric compound with metonymical head and
metonymical modifier and 4) exocentric compound with metonymical head and metaphorical modifier. The
meaning of exocentric compounds in Thai is figurative meaning. The meaning process of exocentric
compounds in Thai involving metaphor and metonymy. The study shows that the cognitive process of Thai
native speakers is metaphorical and metonymical.
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