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Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine the image, identity, and political communication strategies of Gen.
Prayuth Chan-o-cha via the synthesis of five master's and doctoral theses, as well as articles relevant to the
political communication strategies of Gen. Prayuth Chan-o-cha while holding the position as Prime Minister
(PM) between 2014 and 2016. The content analysis was applied to analyze the political image and the
political communication strategies. The results were summarized as follows: The image and identity of PM
Gen. Prayuth Chan-o-cha comprised five aspects; namely, 1) confidence and determination to solve national

problems, 2) patriotism and honesty, 3) authoritarian, 4) fearlessness in the face of mass media, and 5)
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humor. In terms of the communication strategies on content, four aspects were found prominent: 1)
development of desirable Thai values, 2) harmony and reconciliation, 3) social organization, and 4)
patriotism. In addition, the strategies on communication styles consisted of both official pattern (statement of
policies, speeches, and press conferences) and the entertainment one, e.g. music, series on television, and
such governmental television programs as Doen-na Prathet Thai (Thailand Moves Forward) and Kuen
Kwamsook Prathet Thai (Return of Happiness to Thailand) delivered through various communication
channels which could widely reach a large number of audience, i.e. the Thai people, owing to a variety of
communication styles.

Keywords: Political Communication, Communication Strategies, Prayuth Chan-o-cha
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