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Abstract

Four conspicuous factors can be discerned in the history of the emergence of the executive branch of
England’s government in the form of a Cabinet of Ministers and a Prime Minister. These factors can be
summarized as: 1) The development of government in England 2) Problematic issues of religion in England
3) English laws of royal succession 4) Mr. Robert Walpole. The creation in England of the executive arm of

the government in the form of a cabinet of ministers with one prime minister did not come about as the result
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of any single cause or action. There were, rather, myriad factors which, taken together, had continuing
impact, like a chain reaction. England was governed, and this historical reality built up and formed a
foundation for the eventual parliamentary government, including power sharing with the lords. Development
occurred through various reigns. When the Tudor came to power, problematic religious issues came to the
fore. Religious controversy contributed to divisions among Christian factions, resulting eventually in the
dominance in England of Anglican Protestantism. The English Crown and the English people expressed their
allegiance to Protestant values. The monarch, in addition to being born into the legitimate line of royal
succession, would by law be the chief defender of the Anglican Church. These laws concerning religion were
created to exclude the Catholic line of heirs to the succession. The new laws of succession through this
religious line had particular impact at the beginning of the reign of England’s Hanoverian kings who originally
came from Germany. In that historical situation, Mr. Robert Walpole was able to seize the opportunity and
become England’s first Prime Minister. Thus, was laid the foundation of the distinctive executive form of
government by Cabinet and Prime Minister in the United Kingdom.
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