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Abstract

In the early Rattanakosin, the Roman Catholic denomination of Christianity has further engaged its
relationship with the Thai monarchy through being the intermediary in the trade and bringing the Western
modern knowledge to Thailand. Those are such as education, healthcare system and so on. Especially
during the King Rama IX, the Roman Catholic has begun to play a role in forming and supporting the
ideology of the monarchy through two parts: 1) the cooperation with the government to establish hegemony
of the Thai monarchy, and 2) the activities to honor of the Thai monarchy. In the analysis, the author uses
the concept of constructing hegemony by Antonio Gramsci. The paper concludes that religion, which is
considered as the upper structure, is an extremely important instrument to reproduce the idea of individuality
through the religious rituals and activities. As the result, this consequence affects in maintaining the Thai
monarchy. In response, the Roman Catholic’s role in creating and supporting the ideology of the Thai
monarchy also causes a greater relationship between the Thai monarchy and the Roman Catholic in
Thailand. In conclusion, this contribution enables Roman Catholic can live peacefully in Thailand.
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