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Abstract

This study entitled “Political Development and The Road to Democracy between Thailand and South Korea” aims
to study why South Korea is being ranked higher in democracy index than Thailand and is moving towards a
stable democratic country. While Thailand's democracy is yet again back into recession. The study compares two
key issues including the constitutions and the correlation structure of political institutions and political culture. The
methodology and the data collection used in the study are qualitative research. The data are collected from
documentary studying and document data which considered as scholarly works such as books, articles, research

papers, thesis and papers on electronic media. The research results revealed that the structure and relationship
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of the political institutions which balance the various groups in society and political culture that open channels of
negotiation, participation and politic monitoring are the main factors that contributed to political development and
the road to democracy between Thailand and South Korea differently which according to the hypothesis. In
addition, the factors supporting the road to democracy in South Korea, a dynamic ongoing democracy, are
political leaders who have faith in democracy, the strong role of the social movement group or civil society that
pushes for special legislation to protect the rights of citizens who stand up for democracy, an elimination of the
influence of the military from politics, success in economic development and social change. Factors concerning
Thailand's road to democracy are political interference of the military, dispute problems between political
ideology, constitutional design and political institutions that are conducive to corruption, the lack of political
participation of the people and an undemocratic political culture of Thailand that used to be under the patronage
system.

Keywords: Political Developments, Road to Democracy, Constitution, Political Institution, Political Culture
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