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Abstract

This research describes the movement of the people network in The Mea Klong river (Samut Songkram,
Kanchanaburi and Ratchaburi) against The Yingluck Shinawatra government’s water management policy. To
study the establishment of the organization, acquire the resources, battle strategy, creation of discourse and
the development of movement process under the people network in Mae Klong river basin to unite to resist
water management policy under budget 3.5 ftrillion baht. In addition to overview the relationship and
connection of the people network in The Mea Klong river and focus on the details in Samut Songkram which
is a major area of this research as well in selecting any discourses to be center of the movement. As well as
to visualize the connection inside and outside of Samut Songkram into the overall movement of The Mea
Klong river. This research will use the resource mobilization theory and the political opportunity structure
theory combine with the theoretical framework of discourse analysis as a tool to understand the mindset and
the dynamic of the struggle of the movement. This research reveal the movement against water management
policy in The Mea Klong river is a strong and successful movement resulting from the ability to expand the
network to use as leverage in negotiation with the government and lead to the strengthening of the
organization under concept of troubles which is a critical and necessary. The formation and growth of the
movement in a crucial condition on three reasons. 1. The emergence among the political conflict. 2. The
ability to link to the network both inside and outside the province that has interacting together. 3. The ability
to enforce the people power, expand the network from fight with the definition or discourse and things related
to acquire the resources including people, money, labour, activities in the movement and strategic planning to
be used as a tool to fight against the government and its opponents.

Keywords: Social Movement, Mea Klong River, Water Resource, Yingluck Shinawatra Government
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