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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to seek the distinctive position of Shan migrants in Thailand which
differs from other migrants. This research employs the documentary research methodology. The result shows
that the distinctive position of Shan migrants in Thailand is derived from the categorization of migrants
determined by the state authorities that overlook their history, cultural context and the political conflict which
pushed them to leave their homeland, Shan state in Myanmar, and migrate to Thailand. Once they have
crossed the border, they are categorized by the Thai government as economic migrant workers who have a
distinctive feature as in-between migrants which can be distinguished in three different ways: that is, being in-
between refugees and migrant workers; being in-between temporary citizens and non-citizenship citizens; and
being in-between family members of local Thai people and of alien workers. Their in-betweenness position
has arisen from the conventional categories of migrants based on the Thai state-centred perspective which
highlights national security and economic interests rather than other aspects of transnational migrants. This
problematic classification inevitably affects the responses and policy measures of the Thai government
towards these people.
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