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Abstract
This research’s objectives were to study the situation of the free flow of the agricultural products under the

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and to study the effect of the free flow of Thai rice under AEC. This
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research is a documentary research. Data were collected from primary and secondary sources. These
included Thai and English academic documents, researches, textbooks, journals and newspapers. The result
revealed that the free flow of Thai rice under AEC will not provide the utmost benefit for Thailand due to the
decrease of both comparative advantage and competitiveness. The free flow of the Thai rice under AEC will
provide both positive and negative effects. The positive effects regarding the economic aspect were as
follows: 1. Thailand has the opportunity to expand the export of the Thai rice on the basis of value and
quantity; 2. There would be more cooperation between private and governmental sectors regarding rice
benefits, while the social effect of the free flow of rice would also arouse the adaption of Thai farmers. The
negative effects regarding the economic aspect are as follows: 1. Thai entrepreneur could not bring into all
rice categories; and 2. The free flow of Thai rice under AEC will not benefit Thailand as expected because
other ASEAN countries did not reduce the tariff to 0%, therefore, the free flow of Thai rice under AEC will not
contribute the maximum benefits to Thai agriculturists. The negative impacts on the social aspect are as
follows: 1. The increase in land conflict from small-sized business agriculturalists; 2. The usurpation on
infrastructure consumption of which the foreigners can take advantages such as land development,
agricultural support and agricultural product subsidization; and 3. It can facilitate the monopoly of genetics
resources possession and of seed distribution by inside and outside AEC investors. The knowledge of the
Thai agriculturists to cultivate and reproduce Thai rice will be plagiarized by multinational capital groups.

Keywords: Impact, Free Flow, ASEAN Economic Community, Thai Rice
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