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Abstract
The objectives of this study are (1) to study the history and ritual in the Buddha Dragging on the Sea

Tradition, Koh Pha-ngan District, Suratthani Province and (2) to study the way to conserve the Buddha
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Dragging on the Sea Tradition, Koh Pha-ngan District, Suratthani Province by using an information of related
person interview 16 people, and having information analysis then summarize in a Descriptive form.

The study result founding that it's unsure when the Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition, Koh Pha-ngan
District, Suratthani Province occurred, by the year of 1932 there was the Buddha Dragging on the Sea
Tradition started, by having a ceremony in Bantai bay, Woktum bay and Thongsala bay, Then the organizers
the ceremony have begun to change from the all place to be at Tongsala Bay till now. Since 1995 and
actually there was an establishment of Local Administrative Organization supporting the budget in the
Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition. And nowadays there are three Local Administrative Organizations
involved in this Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition which are Koh Pha-ngan Municipality, Bantai
Municipality and Petch Pha-ngan Municipality, by Koh Pha-ngan Municipality is a core organization in
ceremony organizing, promoting and conserving the Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition. By means of
supporting budget, pocket money, launching champagne and public relation, launching the project in giving
knowledge and cooperate with all government sectors. The study result also found that preservation of
Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition the other government agencies in Koh Pha-ngan District have to be
responsible for ceremony participation, cooperate with the villagers in ceremony organizing and being an
intermediary in coordination so that the ceremony can be finished successfully. The business sector in Koh
Pha-ngan District having a role in the Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition promotion and conservation by
supporting the budget and manpower to the community in their area. While the role of the community in the
promotion and preservation of the Buddha Dragging on the Sea Tradition by sages in the community has to
convey knowledge about traditional maritime ceremony includes various rituals used in the tradition. The
leaders in the community plays a role in the induction of the community to the importance of local traditions
and took part in various activities. In most of the villages in the area, it will play a role in the activities from
preparation of participants completing it.

Keywords: Buddha Dragging on the Sea, Tradition, Koh Pha-ngan District
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