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Abstract

The research’s objective is to study the inheritance methods of “Boon Khum Khao Yai” (rice ritual) tradition in
Waeng Yai District, Khon Kaen Province in order to elaborate the findings into the guideline promoting the
sustainable inheritance methods of the Boon Khum Khao Yai tradition. Employing the qualitative research
method, the researcher conducted an in-depth interview with 20 key informants comprising the local scholars
with knowledge in the Boon Khum Khao Yai tradition. After gaining information from the in-depth interview,
the data were classified for further analyzing and synthesizing using the expressive methods. It is found that
the Boon Khum Khao Yai tradition is the farmers' “Boon Khun Lan” (merit-making for rice) tradition with the

purpose to create faith and acknowledge the value of rice. It is performed by putting rice together and
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organizing a sacrificial rite for the Rice Goddess Phosop. The rite is compatible with the farmers' lifestyle in
which each household's sacrificial rite for the Goddess Phosop is brought back before combining it with the
one performed in front of the common ground. The modified version is carried out in front of the barn while
the time is changed from morning to night in order to keep up with the farmers' lifestyle nowadays. The
awareness of rice appreciation is promoted with the origin of the tradition taught by the doings of the elders
in the community. Its steps and instructions are thoroughly studied so that the information on the tradition can
be recorded in written form. Every district meanwhile participates together in the inheritance of the tradition
by building up network and creating the annual activity from generation to generation with the local scholars
enlightening the youth. These local experts are promoted and gain a lot of recognition in which their
reputation is broadcasted to other networks. Various activities of the Boon Khum Khao Yai tradition which are
considered promoting the wisdom of farmers are the parade of rice castle and the exchanging forum on the
Boon Khum Khao yai tradition among the farmers in order to create the sustainability of the tradition's
inheritance.

Keywords: Inheritance Methods, Boon Khum Khao Yai Tradition, Khon Kaen
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