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Abstract

The research's objective is to study the conservation methods of the ikat Thai silk in Ban Huai Khaen Village,
Kut Rang District, Maha Sarakham Province in order to elaborate the findings into the guideline for the further
sustainable conservation methods for the ikat Thai silk. Employing the qualitative research

method, the researcher conducted an in-depth interview with 20 key informants comprising the local scholars
of Ban Huai Khaen Village. After gaining data from the in-depth interview, they were classified for further

analyzing and synthesizing using the expressive method. It is found that the villagers of Ban Huai Khaen are
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proud of their local wisdom in regards of the ikat Thai silk. More exquisite details are added on the pattern of
the silk and the use of natural dye color is promoted. The young generation meanwhile are taught to inherit
the art of weaving until they become the local scholars. The project on natural-dyed color silk is established
by raising awareness among the new generation so that they will recognize the value of silk and in return
use the ikat Thai silk carefully in order to preserve it as best as they could. Knowledge is passed on from
generation to generation while development in modified design or pattern of the fabric takes place
spontaneously. The weaving method meanwhile has been developed into varieties such as the skilled ikat
technique and the weaving method using machine. In addition, silk is promoted to become a popular product,
and the local youth are thus planted with love for their community. In doing so, an exhibition on the local
woven fabric is organized while the silk-woven technique is illustrated to the young ones for further
inheritance. Once the silk products have completed the required process, their qualities are exceptional. Also,
one quality that distinguishes the local silk is the fact that the villagers breed and perform the silk-reeling
themselves, adding a significant value to the ikat Thai silk of Ban Huai Khaen Village.

Keywords: Conservation Methods, lkat Thai Silk, Maha Sarakham
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