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Abstract

The research's objective is to study the lifestyle of Phutai people in Phon Sub-District, Kham Muang District,
Kalasin Province. Employing the qualitative research method, the researcher conducted an in-depth interview
from 20 key informants comprising the local scholars with knowledge in the lifestyle of Phutai people, the
chief of the sub-district, and the village head. After gaining information from the in-depth interview, the data
were classified for further analyzing using the expressive method. It is found that the Phutai people of Ban
Phon is one of the tribes in Thailand who crossed Mekong River from Laos to Thailand. In the past, these
people invented their own tools in which they had learnt from their parent generation. They even made their
own clothes and grew cotton on their own. Nowadays, they have modified the available tools for the better.
They perform career in agriculture and usually work in farms and plantation. Phutai people do not like to work

under others as seen from the fact that even their women would work on their fabric-weaving under the
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houses. They are very proud of their customs and tradition. Content on their own, they are happy living their
life on the basis of adequate simplicity. When it comes to decision-making, they usually rely on the majority
vote from people in the community. Whenever the local residents have problems, they turn to Father or
Mother Interpreter in which the Phutai people will use Phutai language in communicating. The Phutai people
of Ban Phon are generous and good-humored. In terms of family relations, the Phutai people show a clear
sign of affection in which the man usually leads in various matters. In aspects like food, they cook local,
seasonal dishes and like eating food cooked at home. Their use of products meanwhile can come from self-
making or from the nature. Also, the Phutai people have developed a clear sense of forest conservation as
seen in Rangsri Paliwan Temple.

Keywords: Lifestyle, Phutai People, Kalasin
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