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Abstract

The research's objective is to study the tourism potential of the Red Lotus Lake, Baan Diam Village, Chiang
Wae Sub-District, Kumphawapi District, Udon Thani Province and to elaborate the findings into the
sustainable development for the potential of the Red Lotus Lake touristic site. Qualified as the qualitative
type, the researcher conducted an in-depth interview with 20 key informants comprising the Chief of Baan
Diam Village's Boat Group, the Chief of the Preserved Forest Quarter, Nong Han, Kumphawapi District, boat
and shop operators, representative of Baan Diam Village, local scholars of Baan Diam Village, the Chiang
Wae Municipality Chief, and the Tourism and Sports Director of Udom Thani Province. The data gained from
the in-depth interview are classified for further analyzing and synthesizing using the expressive strategies.

The result is as follows: Nong Han Lake is the biggest freshwater resource in Udon Thani Province with
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convenient transport route directed to it. It has attracted a lot of television media in which many programmes
and PR have taken place there. Born naturally, the red lotus usually blooms in the winter. To enjoy the
beauty of the red lotus, there is a boat service in which the boat operators join in meetings together to set up
preparations and standard. Every tourist is required to wear life vest before going on the boat tour whereas
the route is carefully chosen to prevent any accidents. Also, there are staffs on the pier for safety concerns
as well as homestay accommodation with the owners as their guards for tourists. Restaurants in the area
offer local cuisine while the material for the community's local products comes from Nong Han Lake.
Electricity is available in the community and the touristic area. The place itself is also home to the traditional
legend of Pha Daeng and Nang Ai. Furthermore, its tradition of the 5th Month Merit-Making or Songkran
Merit-Making distinguishes the community from others with the local residents performing their religious rites
vigorously.

Keywords: Tourism potential, the Red Lotus Lake, Udon Thani
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