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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the representation of Thainess in the names of Thai
restaurants in China, using the concepts of representation by Hall et al. (2013), semiology by
Barthes (1970), and Thainess by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (2008, 2015). The analysis
examines the denotation and connotation meanings of words and phrases represented by
letters on Thai restaurant signs in China. This data is then analyzed to examine the
representations of Thai identity constructed through the naming conventions of Thai
restaurants in China. The names of the Thai restaurants studied are located in 9 cities in China,
with data collected from https://map.baidu.com from May to August 2023, totaling 457
restaurants. The result of the study found that Thai restaurants in China tend to name their
establishments using words and phrases that reflect ten popular aspects of Thainess: Thai art
and culture, the use of the Thai language, auspicious values and beliefs, famous Thai
landmarks, names of fruits and orchids, Thai national identity, Thai food ingredients, the lotus
flower as a symbol of Buddhism, the monarchy, Titles and ranks in Thai society, and
characteristics and personality of Thai people. The representations of Thainess were
constructed and presented based on the perspectives, thoughts, and experiences of the
restaurant owners themselves. The representations of Thai identity found were selectively
presented in positive aspects of one dimension, which can be summarized into 5 dimensions:
(1) the diversity of Thai arts and culture, (2) the abundance of tropical plants, (3) Thai society
and way of life, (4) the character of Thai people, and (5) the diversity of tourist destinations.
The study results also reflect that the representations of Thainess through the names of Thai
restaurants in China rely on Thai cultural capital and Thai identity. It is also a form of using

soft power to communicate across cultures with both Chinese and foreigners in China.
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